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 From the Province Leader

Judith Routier fcJ

 

Farewell to Judith

It seems such a short time since we 
welcomed Sr Judith Routier to the Province 
of Asia–Australia. It was on 1 June 2010 
when she took up the office of Provincial 
Leader for Australia, Indonesia, Myanmar 
and The Philippines – replacing Sr Barbara 

Brown-Graham. Sr Judith originated from the Isle of Jersey 
and along the way she had mission experience in Sierra Leone 
and The Philippines before she came to us.

Judith has kindly recorded some thoughts about her missionary 
experiences in Sierra Leone and The Philippines. “The ten years 

I spent in Sierra Leone were blessed by the wonderful people with whom 
I lived. As a young Sister it gave me an experience of community which 
has remained with me, for with very few resources we lived a full life of 
service and companionship. Being with the people for four years of the 
civil war gave me a bond with Sierra Leone which doesn’t seem to erode. 
A part of my upcoming sabbatical time will be to visit the three places 
where we had FCJ communities in Sierra Leone to find out how the 
people have managed to survive and rebuild their lives after the war.

“In 1998 I went to the Philippines where I worked in a rural, 
economically poor diocese, training facilitators of Basic Ecclesial 
Communities (BECs) to try to motivate their communities through 
a Gospel-sharing method – the Asian Integral Pastoral Approach. 
The ‘Action’ part of this method was integrated into the diocesan 
development program which sustained projects for farmers, health care, 
income-generation, literacy and growth in awareness of justice issues. 
Working with so many people in The Philippines, I was amazed and 
inspired by their enormous generosity and commitment to give so 
much time and energy to help each other. It was a real privilege to be 
with them.”

With this wealth of experience Judith came to us with a different 
experience in leadership and in a different part of the world. 
Apart from all the demands associated with the responsibilities of 
leadership at this level, Judith managed to enjoy some extra-curricular 
activities when she was in residence – canoeing, cycling, tennis, films 
and we found that she loved to sing and listen to music. Joining with 
the Marron Singers and the parish church choir gave her pleasure.

Part of Judith’s ministry was to visit frequently all the communities 
in our Province. Visits to Indonesia, The Philippines and Myanmar 
included meeting up with our Sisters, meeting those who were thinking 
of becoming FCJ Sisters, those in formation, those who were ready to 
pronounce their vows as FCJ Sisters, men and women who became 
Companions in Mission. Sarasvita, a beautiful FCJ Spirituality Centre, 
was built and opened last year in Yogyakarta. It is to be a place of 
prayer and reflection for the people of Indonesia.

During Judith’s time and while based in Melbourne, she arranged 
for all the Sisters in the Province to come together on four occasions, 
where we got to know each other, developed our charism of 
companionship and deepened our union of minds and hearts.

Last year in September we changed our governance from being 
the Province of Asia–Australia to the Area of Asia–Australia. When 
Judith’s office of leadership ended on 1 July 2018, two leaders were 
appointed for the Area: Sr Afra Primadiana for Asia and Sr Barbara 
Brown-Graham for Australia.

We thank Judith for her leadership and support over the past eight 
years. She has become part of the fabric of our lives. We promise to pray 
that wherever God calls her she will bloom where she is planted.

Rosemary Crowe fcJ

New FCJ Leadership in  
Asia–Australia 2018 – 2020

On 5 April 2018, Sr Claire Sykes, General Superior, 
appointed Sr Afra Primadiana as leader in Asia 
and Sister Barbara Brown-Graham in Australia. 
These appointments are a two-year experiment 
in Asia–Australia. Afra and Barbara’s terms of 
office are from 1 July 2018 to 31 August 2020. 
These appointments are the result of much planning 
and prayer in the Society. During the General 
Visitation in 2016 we FCJs focused on the matter 
of creatively and “courageously re-imagining” our 
governance structures.

Afra Primadiana fcJ
Afra was born in Indonesia. 
Her ministries have been 
in: Kupang (West Timor), 
Purwokerto (Central Java), 
Yogyakarta, Ende (Eastern 
Indonesia) and Manila 
(The Philippines). Afra has 
had various ministries in both 

Indonesia and The Philippines including youth ministry, 
pastoral ministry with refugees, spiritual accompaniment 
and music ministry, and she has held the position of Local 
Leader in Ende and Manila as well as Postulant Director 
in Manila. Afra’s favourite pastime is music and she is an 
accomplished pianist, organist and guitarist. 

Barbara Brown-Graham fcJ
Barbara is well known to readers 
of FCJNews! Barbara will remain 
on the General Council while 
she is the Leader in Australia. 
She will be based in Australia but 
will need to travel to London at 
various times for business meetings 
and commitments.

Barbara taught at Stella Maris FCJ, Frankston (later to 
become John Paul College) after her studies at Melbourne 
University. She was Principal at FCJ College Benalla and 
Vaucluse College FCJ at Richmond. At the end of her term 
of office as principal, Barbara, accompanied by Veronika 
Schreiner fcJ, went on a fact-finding mission to Asia in 
1987 to see where the Society could continue to develop in 
a different part of the world. Sr Breda O’Farrell, General 
Superior at that time, and her Council made the decision 
that Indonesia and The Philippines would be best for the 
Society’s preservation. Later the Society established a house 
in Yangon, Myanmar. 

Barbara lived and worked in Yogyakarta for 20 years. 
She was then appointed Province Leader of Asia–Australia 
2002 – 2010. Barbara was elected a General Assistant to the 
General Superior at the 2013 FCJ Chapter – a position she 
holds until the General Chapter in 2019.

Barbara has many talents! She excels in the culinary 
department and has a passion for gardening.

Helen Buckley fcJ

FCJnews, November 2018 
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Final Vows Ceremony: Srs Augustina Suhartini (Meita)  
and Maria Irenne Indrayant (Hartini), Yogyakarta

On 16 May Margaret O’Donohue fcJ and Anne Morrison fcJ 
flew to Yogyakarta to attend the Final Vows Ceremony of 
Meita and Hartini. Judith Routier fcJ, arrived about the same 
time from Manila where she had been visiting our Sisters.

The theme of the Vows was based on an important legacy of 
Marie Madeleine: ‘to be ever in God’s presence as an empty 

vessel, ready to receive all that God puts into it’. Meita and Hartini 
had chosen hymns and readings which expressed their desire to be 
vessels bringing this ‘living water’ of Christ to others.

On Friday morning seventeen FCJ Sisters gathered to join in a 
prayer of thanksgiving, during which Meita and Hartini expressed 
how they hoped to serve others in their future lives as FCJs. The 
novices had prepared a most beautiful sacred space which reflected 
the theme. At this special prayer time we all shared our desires for 
our companions making their final commitment.

Many volunteers had prepared the beautiful Sarasvita Centre 
for the ceremony, which took place on Saturday 18 May. Over 
200 guests, FCJs, family, friends and Companions in Mission 
gathered for the celebration. A beautiful choir set the scene for this 
Eucharist. The celebrant was Fr Adrianus Sulistiyono MSF, Meita’s 
nephew. He clearly stated that only God can give us the grace to 
live the commitment we make and because of this, prayer is so 
important in our everyday life. Meita and Hartini pronounced 
their vows in the presence of Judith Routier fcJ, Area Leader, 
and their witnesses were Srs Paola Terroni fcJ and Clare Hand fcJ.

After the ceremony we were treated to a delicious traditional 
lunch served from different food stalls in the grounds of Sarasvita. 
This was also a wonderful opportunity to meet family members 
and CiMs, as well as others who came to the celebration. It was 
indeed a very joyful occasion.

In the evening, the FCJs had an informal gathering to reflect 
on the day and enjoy this special time with Meita and Hartini as 
they opened their cards and gifts from family, friends, FCJs and 
CiMs.

We felt very privileged to have this opportunity to attend this 
beautiful ceremony, together with our Sisters from Indonesia and 
The Philippines.

Anne Morrison fcJ
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Hartini and Meita carring the gifts

Vocations



Charles Watt, Deputy Principal Faith 
and Mission Genazzano FCJ College

Timothy Radcliffe OP 

In the middle of a bleak Melbourne winter’s day the staff of Genazzano 
FCJ College, Kew, and FCJ College, Benalla, together with some staff from the 
Academy of Mary Immaculate in Fitzroy, were warmed by the wise words, 
anecdotes, witticisms and deep insights of Timothy Radcliffe, OP, the former 
Master of the Dominicans (1992–2001) and an author and speaker of wide 
renown. His most famous book is Seven Last Words, an anthology reflecting on 
the suffering of Jesus on the cross and linking it to meditation through the ages.

In educating our young students, 
Timothy reminded us that the 
importance of thinking was paramount. 
In a post-truth, fake-news, sound-bite 
world he exhorted us to engage our 
students in discernment and reflection. 
He told us stories of his own recent 
experiences in the Middle East in 
Baghdad and on the plains of Nineveh 
near Mosul, especially of the young, 
who showed great joy in even the most 
devastating of circumstances. Quoting 
that other famous Dominican, Thomas 
Aquinas, Timothy reminded us that the 
first expression of hope is to pray. The 
next is to sing. The third is to stay and 
the fourth is to do a good deed each day. 
The fifth is the good we ourselves do 
when we teach and the sixth is the hope 
given back to us by those in our classes. 
This is what the Christian youth in these 
troubled countries are doing, together 
with the many religious educators who 
are rebuilding and restaffing schools as 
the terror threat subsides. He quoted the 
former Archbishop of Canterbury, Rowan 
Williams, who said that the power of 
staying and enduring during harsh times 
is a great lesson in hope.

FCJnews Newsletter of Sisters, Faithful Companions of Jesus November 2018 

4

‘He commended us 
on the job we do, 
day in and day out,  
and the seeds we 
sow that will bear 
fruit many years later 
in the goodness of 
the next generation.’

Staff reflect on Catholic identity 

The staff from Benalla had left at 
7.00 am on a bus to arrive in time to 

listen to Timothy’s first keynote speech 
on Catholic identity, which started 
at the more civilised hour of 10 am. 
Charles Watt, Deputy Principal, Faith 
and Mission, at Genazzano, organised 
the opening liturgy and staff from both 
schools read the Prayers of the Faithful.

In his opening address, Timothy 
reminded those gathered of the 
importance of Christian unity and quoted 
Martin Luther King’s words about human 
beings being “tied in a single garment of 
destiny”. He linked this to “our common 
home” in looking after the Earth’s people 
and places. In examining the Church and 
its recent institutional failures he exhorted 
us to confront these issues with clarity 
so that the crisis can lead us into reform. 
Timothy reminded us of the important 
tension between unity and difference and 
the creative result this can occasion in the 
1.3 billion Catholics across the globe. He 
used the example of the four canonical 
gospels, rather than one single gospel, as 
the 1st century solution to catering to a 
vast audience characterised by difference. 
He reminded us of the importance of 
robust debate, dissent and disagreement, 
and the importance of listening to the 
other. Different interpretations, lenses, 
and language are needed as 21st century 
solutions to global issues of faith and 
life. When we listen we learn and this 
opens us up to the possibility of what 
he termed “spacious truth”, which runs 
directly counter to group think. In the 
light of our Catholic identity, Timothy 
noted that much was still to be revealed 
in the belonging to the Church, while 
many abiding truths had been made clear 
through its long tradition.



Sharing stories of faith 

Joseph Mount, Deputy Principal FCJ Benalla addressing the gathering

Timothy also remarked on the 
importance of really “reading” a child’s 
face to see beyond the superficial mask 
of bravado or arrogance, to see the 
fear or need, behind sometimes bad or 
uncivil behaviour. (This reminded me 
of Marie Madeleine’s dictum of seeing 
Jesus in the face of each child seated 
before us – especially the ones who 
sometimes sorely try our saintly patience!) 
Timothy reminded the audience of the 
radical importance of teaching and the 
bravery required to truly follow Jesus. 
He commended us on the job we do, day 
in and day out, and the seeds we sow that 
will bear fruit many years later in the 
goodness of the next generation.

In the last session staff from the three 
schools shared their own experiences of 
what Catholic identity meant to them. 
Stories of the past and present, the 
influence of parish life and Catholic 
education, profound faith and life 
experience and a willingness to be honest 
made this session particularly rich and 
meaningful. Timothy responded by 
reminding us that the Catholic faith is 
one of “drama” and that we are a people 
of hope; the hope resident in our belief 
in the Resurrection. He reiterated the 
importance of listening to each other. 
Finally, he quoted the theologian Yves 
Congar, who was once asked: Are your 
answers right? To which he replied, I don’t 
know, but the questions are.

Timothy told those gathered that 
we must not stop asking questions, 
protesting, dissenting and being brave 
enough to listen to one other. His 
words challenged and comforted us and 
reminded us that we, at our two FCJ 
schools in Australia, are doing the most 
important job of building the Church 
and the citizens of the future.

Ann Rennie
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‘Stories of the past and present, the influence of parish life 
and Catholic education, profound faith and life experience and 
a willingness to be honest made this session particularly rich 
and meaningful.’



In his words

Despite my fears, I ended up finding it 
quite easy to make friends by simply being 
myself – such a ridiculous cliché, I know! I 
had a healthy social life during secondary 
school (perhaps too healthy at times) and 
was fortunate enough to become friends 
with people who were happy to include 
me, at times giving me a helping hand and 
not making me feel uncomfortable about 
my disability. For example, if I had a fall at 
school, I had one friend in particular who 
would pick me up off the ground. I’m not 
really sure how he became the man for the 
job, but it’s just the way it was: he’d just pick 
me up and we’d carry on with what we were 
doing – just the way I liked it. 

Getting through high school was made 
far easier for me by the great support I had 
around me. The principal during my time 
at FCJ was an amazing man by the name 
of David Leslie; he went out of his way to 
make any adjustment I needed to make my 
school life easier. For example, all students at 
the college had their own MacBook Pro to 
complete their work on but, for someone like 
me, lugging a heavy laptop around all day 
was tiresome work, so David saw to it that a 
MacBook Air was purchased for me instead. 
Other adjustments included allowing me to be 
slightly late to some classes, to give me time to 
walk up and down the stairs, and being driven 
to excursions. I believe it is important for 
schools to offer as much support as possible 
to students who may have special needs, but 
to offer it in a discreet manner that will not 
make the student feel like they are being 
singled out for being different. 

As Grade 4 began, I was fortunate enough 
to have my dad, Leo, as my teacher. It was 

at this time that he began to notice that things 
weren’t quite right with me. The way I walked was 
becoming slow and sluggish, and I needed to take 
breaks from walking often. After seeing enough 
changes in me over a short period of time, dad 
took me to see a doctor. The first doctor looked 
over me and believed everything was fine. A 
second opinion resulted in a referral to a specialist 
in Shepparton and, ultimately, an appointment 
at the Royal Children’s Hospital in Melbourne. 
Shortly after, I was given an official diagnosis of 
Facioscapulohumeral Muscular Dystrophy (FSHD).

Although a diagnosis was a relief, we now had 
to prepare ourselves for what my life with FSHD 
would look like. Having my dad as my teacher made 
it quite easy to make adjustments at school for the 
remainder of my primary years. These adjustments 
included having my own chair with wheels and 
armrests as well as being excused from physical 
activities such as PE class, swimming and other 
sporting events. I was also taken out of class for 30 
minutes each day to complete an exercise program 
to try and stop the deterioration of my muscles. 
This was something I hated as I didn’t want to be 
singled out and treated differently from the other 
kids. I desperately wanted to be normal, to not 
stand out from the crowd, to not have people stare 
at me while I walked down the street. However, I 
knew that this was something I would have to face 
when I made the transition from primary school to 
secondary school, as I was heading up the highway 
to FCJ College in Benalla. With none of my close 
friends from St John’s coming with me, it was 
daunting to have to make new friends, when I knew 
the first thing people would see when they looked at 
me was my disability.

My childhood started out as any other childhood usually would – I loved sport, reading 
books and watching movies, pretty standard stuff. At my Grade Prep school sports 
at St John’s Primary School in Euroa, I was one of the fastest runners in my grade. 
Fast forward to my Grade 2 school sports and I came dead last in running. This seemed 
pretty odd to me, so I asked my teacher why I was suddenly so slow and she told me 
that I must have slowed down as I was getting older. That seemed fair enough to me, 
but I couldn’t understand why it wasn’t happening to any of the other kids. Not too long 
after this, the falls started to happen – I found myself falling over multiple times every day 
for no apparent reason.
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‘Despite her 
health condition, 
she remained positive, 
which in turn gave me 
the motivation 
to not give up and 
to keep living my 
life, no matter how 
poor my physical 
condition becomes.’

D
am

aian G
adal via Flickr
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Although in the past couple of years my condition has 
deteriorated, I still try to do things I enjoy such as attending 
concerts and music festivals. If I could give some advice to any 
young person who is facing any sort of challenge in school or 
in life, it is to surround yourself with like-minded, supportive 
people, to enjoy the finer things in life, to be positive, and 
to spend as much time doing the things you love as you can. 
There is no point wasting your life doing things you don’t enjoy.

Shaun Jones

(First published in the Spirit of Sandhurst Magazine, CEO 
Sandhurst and reprinted with permission by Shaun and the editor 
of Spirit, CEO Sandhurst.)

After finishing school I was able to get a 
job at FCJ as a teacher’s aide where I am able 
to help other children who have challenges at 
school overcome their obstacles and get the best 
out of their education. I find it very rewarding 
to be able to give back to a place that did a lot 
for me during my time as a student. 

Throughout my life I have had various 
experiences and met various people who 
have allowed me become more resilient and 
to overcome the adversities I have faced. I 
remember on one of my first visits to the Royal 
Children’s Hospital, I encountered a young 
boy who had burns covering his entire body, 
his legs had been amputated and he only had 
two fingers on each of his hands. At the time 
I was only nine years old and this was quite 
confronting for me to see. I looked at that boy 
and thought to myself, “no matter how bad 
things may get, it could always be worse”. I still 
think about that moment to this day, and it 
makes me appreciate what I have and what I am 
still able to do. 

I have also been fortunate enough to travel 
to the Philippines where I lived in a rural 
community for 10 days to assist in creating 
better lives for people who lost their homes to 
typhoons. This was an eye-opening experience 
which helped me to appreciate the small things 
in life we take for granted in Australia. If I had 
been born in a country like the Philippines, my 
access to healthcare would be extremely limited 
compared to what I have here in Australia, and 
the thought of this has helped me appreciate 
the things I have, instead of focusing on what 
I do not. 

The final, and most important, inspiration 
I will share with you is my step-mother, Sonia. 
Around the time I finished Year 12, Sonia 
was diagnosed with metastatic breast cancer. 
Sonia decided to live out her remaining years 
doing the things she loved; she believed there 
was no point in wasting her life doing things 
she didn’t enjoy. Despite her health condition, 
she remained positive, which in turn gave me 
the motivation to not give up and to keep 
living my life, no matter how poor my physical 
condition becomes. 

Profile

Facioscapulohumeral muscular dystrophy (FSHD) 
is a highly complex, progressive muscle wasting disease, 
affecting an estimated 1 million people worldwide. 

FSHD commonly affects the facial, shoulder and upper 
arm muscles. However, it can affect many other muscle 
areas, robbing people of their ability to walk, talk, smile, 
eat and even breathe. 

There are currently no treatments and no cure for this 
debilitating disease. 

Please visit fshdglobal.org to learn more.
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CiM Conference: Yesterday, Today, Tomorrow.

Over the four days of discernment, 
prayer, discussion and laughter, 

coordinators from Myanmar, The 
Philippines, Indonesia and Australia looked 
at the original vision for the founding of 
the Companions in Mission, the surprises 
and challenges, the current composition 
and future growth of groups, the formation 
program and future CiM leadership. The 
planning for the conference was undertaken 
by Pat Fitzgerald, Coordinator of the CiM 
program in Asia and Australia, who oversaw 
everything from the operational logistics at 
the Edmund Rice Centre in Richmond (next 
to the FCJ Centre) to the provision of sweets 
on the tables. 

Sr Joanna Walsh fcJ, the International 
Coordinator of the Companions in Mission, 
flew from London to lead us with an 
indefatigable spirit, insight and humour and 
a desire that we plan the way forward for the 
growth of the Companions. Mary Kofoed 
from the FCJ Centre also did an inestimable 
job in checking that everything was 
organised each day. Her homemade 
passionfruit cake to celebrate Sir Dewi’s 
50th birthday was a particular treat! 
Sr Barbara Brown-Graham fcJ, who took up 
duties as Area Leader after Sr Judith Routier’s 
departure, was also able to spend time at a 
couple of sessions as she relocated from the 
Generalate in the UK to Melbourne.

Over these days of sharing we 
discovered the many similarities in our 
groups in the different countries as well 
as some differences. Questions were 
asked as to what animates each group, 
what essential things must not be lost 
in the creation of new groups and how 
to identify and invite new members. 
Much material was covered as we 
brainstormed, shared ideas, listened to 
each other and marvelled at the way the 
charism of Marie Madeleine d’Houët 
is being disseminated in vibrant and 
thoughtful ways for those who have 
come to know the work and legacy of 
the Sisters Faithful Companions of 
Jesus. Interweaving between the Sisters 
and the Companions continues to be 
seen as essential in the rich growth 
of understanding and outreach of the 
Companions and their joyful journeying 
with the FCJs. 

On Saturday night we attended Mass 
at St. Ignatius, Richmond, with the 
FCJ Sisters and many local Companions 
in Mission. A special note was made 
of our attendance at the church. A 
surprisingly warm endorsement was 
made spontaneously from the rostered 
reader who said that she had been 
educated by the FCJs. An informal 
dinner was held at the FCJ Centre. 
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‘Interweaving 
between the Sisters 
and the Companions 
continues to be 
seen as essential 
in the rich growth 
of understanding 
and outreach of the 
Companions and 
their joyful journeying 
with the FCJs.’

The conference for the Companions in Mission Coordinators from Asia and Australia was held on 20–23 July 
in Melbourne. The theme was Yesterday, Today, Tomorrow, borrowing on the quote from Saint Teresa of Calcutta: 
Yesterday has gone; tomorrow has not yet come; we have only today; let us begin.



The Co-ordinators of the various 
Companions in Mission groups left the 
conference with hearts and hopes uplifted. 
There is much work to be done, but 
the boundless energy and enthusiasm 
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for the vital growth and expansion of 
the knowledge and legacy of Marie 
Madeleine inspires us. There is much that 
we can all do, in our small and not so 
small ways to build up the Kingdom of 
God. Sr Clare Hand fcJ reminded us that 
we are all the “Keepers of the Charism”. 
What a lovely phrase … and certainly 
something for us to hold onto as we look 
to the future.

Ann Rennie

On the Sunday we examined the 
spirituality of the Society and its Ignatian 
roots and how these can contribute 
authentically to the life of a Companion. 
In catching up with the technology of the 
21st century, we spent Monday morning 
looking at how we can connect more 
effectively internationally, how technology 
may shape new groups and how we 
can support those CiMs who may be 
geographically isolated. 

Our closing session looked at the 
everyday holiness that each of us can 
achieve by reflecting on some recent quotes 
from Pope Francis.

9

Conference

Table chatter 

Honouring our foundress, 
Marie Madeleine d’Houët.

The Sacred Space

Sharing to the large group

The holiness to which the Lord calls you 
will grow through small gestures.

Do not be afraid of holiness. It will take 
away none of your energy, vitality or joy.

I do not believe in holiness without prayer, 
even though that prayer need not be 
lengthy or involve intense emotion.
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A Tribute to the Life and Memory of Sr Catherine Moore fcJ  
27 May 1932 – 30 September 2017

When the ‘little ones’ were old enough, 
they were home-schooled at their 

Uncle Arthur’s place, with their cousins 
Pete and Bren. Their governess was Miss 
Eva Holmes. By the late 1930s Frankie, 
Barb, Rod and possibly Kay could be seen 
walking the half mile to school. Kay would 
have been three and half at that time. 
In February 1936 John left Tooloonook to 
join the Jesuits. This was the last time their 
parents and the 12 children were together 
for a family photo. 

Dick describes 1939 to 1942 as ‘probably 
a sad and lonely time’ for Kay. Her sister 
Frankie, her brothers Dick and Rod, and 
her cousin Bren were all at boarding school. 
In 1942, Peg was married, and Bill, Mark 
and Pod were in the services. Des (who 
had been released from the army) joined 
his father, who at that time was struggling 
to find labour to maintain the property. In 
the family home were Kay, her parents and 
Des, Mary and Barb. Dick tells us that in 
this period the initial symptoms of their 
mother’s terminal illness began to show.  

On 27 May 1932, Catherine (Kay) Mary Jeannie Moore was born to Aileen 
and William Leonard Moore in the family home at Tooloonook, Yarram, South 
Gippsland. She was the 12th child and her siblings were William (Bill), Margaret 
(Peg), John (Fr John SJ), Desmond (Des), Mary, Mark, Maurice (Pod), Frances 
(Frankie), Barbara (Barb), Richard (Dick) and Roderick (Rod). For details of 
Catherine’s upbringing, we are indebted to her brother Dick, who tells us that 
in the 1930s the family was divided into the ‘big ones’ – who were at boarding 
school most of the year and when home, lived in the front of the house, and 
dined with their parents – and the ‘little ones’ – who lived and played (and 
fought) in the ‘nursery’ and if good, dined with their Mum and Dad. It was in this 
period that the ‘little ones’ were introduced to the now well-established family 
custom of regular Sunday Mass and Communion, nightly family Rosary and the 
devotion of the nine First Fridays.

At the age of 10, in 1943, Kay arrived 
at Genazzano as a boarder and thus began 
her lifelong association with the FCJs. This 
period in her life, however, was marked 
with the death of her mother in 1945 and 
her father six months later. Both of these 
deaths were traumatic for the family, 
especially for Kay.

With the three boys in the services it 
was left to Des, aged 26, and Mary, aged 
24, with the ever-present assistance of their 
uncle Arthur, to bring up their younger 
siblings. Peg and her husband Frank 
Hayden, who lived in Melbourne, were 
solicitous and caring for the family. Aunt 
Alice and family friends, Vera and Mollie 
Griffiths and Hazel McGalliard, displayed 
constant concern for the younger ones.

On 2 February 1952, Kay was one of six 
postulants who entered the FCJs. With her 
was Rosemary Crowe, Bernadette Lenehan, 
Wendy Banfield, Joyce Stewart and Loretta 
Byrne. Loretta arrived a few weeks later, 
having to finish a teaching contract with 
the Education Department in Melbourne. 
On 8 September 1952, they were received 
into the Novitiate, with the exception of 
Wendy, who discovered that she wanted a 
more contemplative life and left to join the 
Carmelites, with whom she is still living 
out her vocation. Kay asked for, and was 
given, the name Mary Bernard in honour 
of one of her uncles, whom she admired. 
All her life, she had a fund of jokes to 
brighten up a gathering. Her extraordinary 
memory enabled her to remember large 
tracts from CJ Dennis, GK Chesterton and 
John O’Brien, which she loved to quote. 
She was also an excellent mimic. 

1936 William and Aileen Moore with their twelve children

The three ‘little ones’

‘Catherine will be remembered 
for her love of spiritual things, 
and her love of family, nature 
and animals.’
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spiritual experience while there when she 
visited one of Mother Teresa’s refuges. In 
the chapel were written the words ‘I thirst’. 
For Catherine these words resonated with the 
‘I thirst’ experience which Marie Madeleine 
d’Houët had in Amiens on 5 June 1817. 

In 1996, Catherine went from Benalla to 
join the local community at the Generalate 
in Broadstairs in England. During her time 
there she formed prayer groups and the Parish 
Priest appreciated her help with the Rite 
of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA) 
program. The prayer groups became a great 
ministry for Catherine for the rest of her life.

After the UK, Catherine was missioned 
to Adelaide from 2002 to 2010. During this 
time she was appointed local leader in the 
community. She became very active in the 
Norwood Jesuit Parish and built up a close 
relationship with neighbouring religious 
orders. Her Christian Life Communities 
(CLC) group meetings were special to her. 
The residents in Donegal Street were all 
familiar to her, and she enjoyed chatting 
with them. The FCJ Donegal Street garden 
became a sanctuary for her. Her plants were 
liked and loved by all who passed by.

After the Novitiate, Mary Bernard was 
given the responsibility of the boarders’ 
refectory at Genazzano (80 boarders), as 
well as beginning her teacher training 
under the tutelage of Mother Gerda Prytz 
fcJ. After Vatican II, Catherine took the 
opportunity of asking to change from 
her religious name –Mary Bernard – to 
Catherine Mary. She had a deep devotion 
to Mary, and many years later had the 
opportunity to join a pilgrimage to Lourdes.  

After Genazzano, Catherine took up a 
teaching position at FCJ College, Benalla, 
teaching boys and girls. There she had fun 
with the boys, and in taking Georgie, the 
convent dog, on outings. It was a familiar 
sight to see Catherine cycling around the 
streets of Benalla with Georgie in the 
basket. After Benalla, Catherine went to 
Stella Maris FCJ Convent in Frankston. In 
1973 she studied Theology and Scripture 
at Mater Dei in Dublin, Ireland. On her 
return to Australia, she returned to Benalla. 
One of the highlights of Catherine’s life was 
the opportunity to visit her Jesuit brother, 
John, in India. She told us she had a rich 

In 2010 the Adelaide house was closed 
and Catherine came back to her alma 
mater, Genazzano. One of her significant 
joys in this period was being able to visit 
her much loved sister, Mary, who was a 
resident at Mary Mackillop Aged Care 
Facility. Catherine visited Mary every 
day until she died and when she could 
get a ride, she travelled to Foster to visit 
her other sister, Frankie, who was also 
in care.

Catherine was pleased to go back 
to Benalla three years later in 2013, 
where she again took over the garden. 
She coordinated a prayer group, 
visited house–bound parishioners 
and participated in parish functions. 
She enjoyed her early morning walks 
around the lake each day and managed 
to persuade a neighbour to let her take 
her dogs with her. Meanwhile, her health 
was declining, and it became obvious 
that she needed respite care. In July 2017, 
after a short interim period in Moonbria 
Avenue community, Catherine went to 
Mary MacKillop Aged Care Facility 
for respite care, and later in August 
was given a permanent place there. 
Towards the end of the month, after 
undergoing tests, it was discovered that 
Catherine had advanced cancer. She was 
accepting of this news, and radiated 
a calm serenity. On 30 September, 
Catherine died very peacefully. Like her 
sister Mary, she was buried from the 
chapel at Mary MacKillop, Hawthorn. 
The celebrant was her second cousin, 
Fr Bernard Buckley. Catherine will be 
remembered for her love of spiritual 
things, and her love of family, nature and 
animals. She kept in touch with her large 
family and was always interested in their 
lives, their joys and sorrows. She would 
have been so proud that her brother Dick 
and sister Frankie were at her Requiem 
Mass, along with her FCJ Sisters, her 
many relatives, friends, Companions in 
Mission, residents and nursing staff of 
MacKillop. May she rest in peace.  

Denise Mulcahy fcJ

Srs Rosemary Crowe, Raphael Conron  
and Catherine Moore

Catherine and Georgie poised for an 
outing

Catherine - Post Vatican 11

Catherine experiences winter in the 
Northern Hemisphere

Profile
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Simmone is doing a PhD on the power 
of memory and vividly remembers talks 
and teachers from her schooldays and lots 
of laughing in the Year 12 common room. 

Her advice to young writers: Find a 
community to share your ideas with. Have 
faith in yourself. Do not worry too much 
about the end result. Stick with the process 
and magic will happen. If you get stuck go 
for a walk. Keep a notebook. Read.

Simmone conveyed to the students the 
reality of the writing life. With her box of 
treasures (trinkets, badges, cereal-packet 
toys and old postcards) she was able to 
elicit some fabulous creative writing from 
the students, who relished the strange 
twists and turns of plot she suggested. 

The intimidating vastness of the blank 
page was conquered!

Ann Rennie

One of the features of the academic year at Genazzano 
FCJ College, Kew, is the annual LITFEST – a celebration 
of all things literary and an opportunity for students to 
write creatively, watch performances, learn about poetry 
and come to an understanding of how important words 
are and the power they have in the world. The Year 7 and 
8 students were very fortunate to have award-winning 
Young Adult writer Simmone Howell, a former Genazzano 
student, talk to them and lead them into some unusual 
approaches to confronting the creative immensity of the 
blank page! 

Simmone was happy to be interviewed about her experiences, 
influences and the process of creativity. At school she was 

told by her Art teacher that her writing was eminently believable 
when she created a picture book for her Year 12 assessment task. 
Her friends, too, were formative influences and she notes that 
coming to Genazzano in Year 9, she initially felt like an outsider 
and this has influenced her writing about the teenage experience 
and its highs and lows. As a child her favourite book was Colin 
Thiele’s Storm Boy and as a teenager Robin Klein’s Came Back to 
Show You I Could Fly, the introduction to which she was asked 
to write in the 2016 re-publication.

Simmone believes in the power of stories to give us humanity 
and that this humanity also provides the stimulus for the stories 
which bind us together. She thinks writers should be able to 
explore their own fascinations. However, she is mindful that 
cultural appropriation must be done respectfully. 

Simmone Howell at LITFEST
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