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‘Life is a series 

of natural and 

spontaneous changes. 

Don’t resist them; that 

only creates sorrow.  

Let reality be reality. 

Let things flow 

naturally forward in 

whatever way they 

like.’ Lao Tzu 

Change is good’, we are told: it is an 
opportunity for growth, for newness. 

When we feel that this is a likely outcome, 
the change is something to which we look 
forward. But change is not always easy, 
or lacking apprehension, or even pain! 
Whether we like it or not, change is a 
part of life and – as is often the case – it is 
what we decide to do about the emotions 
surrounding change that will make the real 
difference in our lives. We can decide to 
go with the different situation or to push 
against it. There could be a struggle in 
either course of action – but the end result 
will determine which response is the most 
life-giving and freeing. 

This reference to change is all a lead-in 
to the fact that this is the last time I will be 
writing in this publication, as my second 
term of office as congregational leader in 
Asia–Australia finishes at the end of June, 
and I will be taking some sabbatical time. 
From 1 July the Area of Asia–Australia will 
have two leaders: Afra Primadiana fcJ, the 
leader in Asia, based in Manila, and Barbara 
Brown-Graham fcJ, the leader based in 
Australia. So hopefully the next publication 
of FCJ News will have a different photo inside 
the front cover. 

I would like to take this opportunity 
of thanking the members of the FCJ 
Communications Committee who produce 
this beautiful FCJ News in Asia–Australia for 
it always gives us an enriching taste of the 
life of those who are associated with the FCJ 
Society in such a variety of ways. In particular 
I want to thank the Committee members for 
their encouragement of my literary skills, for 
this helped me to produce a few paragraphs 
for insertion in each publication. As is 
often heard said: ‘You can’t say ‘No’ to Julie 
Chamberlin!’, who is the Chairperson of the 
FCJ Communications Committee.

Finally, I wish to thank all the faithful 
readers of FCJ News in Asia–Australia, and I 
pray that in your lives you will ‘Let reality be 
reality. Let things flow naturally forward in 
whatever way they like…’, so that you may 
live in peace and joy.

Judith Routier fcJ 

Province Leader

From the Province Leader

Committee. The monthly meetings were 
always very hopeful and encouraging times, 
as well as a continual challenge to immerse 
ourselves more and more in the ongoing 
understanding of our ever-expanding 
universe and an invitation to share this 
with others. 

During its fifteen years, the committee 
met on a monthly basis and teams of 
people took on the responsibility of giving 
courses in schools, parishes, religious 
congregations and other interested groups. 
Each year, a weekend symposium was 
organised on themes related to the care of 
our planet Earth. These symposiums were 
an opportunity for participants to become 
more familiar with and celebrate the 
diversity of our planet. A quarterly journal 
was produced and this reflected the growing 
understanding of the group. 

For me, one of the most encouraging and 
hopeful aspects of the closing ritual was the 
commitment of all those present to continue 
the work of Earth Song wherever we may be 
and whatever we may be involved in. So my 
deep desire for all who read this is that we 
do all in our power to spread the message of 
caring for our one home, planet Earth.

Anne Morrison fcJ

It began with a smoking ceremony, 
led by an Aboriginal elder, after 

which, those attending moved indoors 
to continue their reflections. 

The Closing Ritual, despite being 
a moment of sadness at the conclusion 
of the life of Earth Song, was in fact a 
joyful and very inspiring time, as all those 
present were committed to carrying on 
the wonderful work of Earth Song. There 
were many touching moments. Anne 
Boyd shared key moments in the life of 
Earth Song and different people placed 
coloured cloths in the sacred space.

Earth Song was established fifteen 
years ago by Brigidine Sister Anne Boyd 
csb and Pat Long. Earth Song offered 
learners the opportunity to deepen their 
ecological identity and to raise awareness 
of the interconnectedness of all life 
within the universe. Earth Song was 
supported by Brigidine Sisters, Loreto 
Sisters, Presentation Sisters, Mercy Sisters, 
Faithful Companions of Jesus, Passionist 
Sisters, Christian Brothers and priests. 
All of these religious congregations and 
individuals worked together to promote 
the idea that all creation is interdependent 
and we should work together for the 
wellbeing of all of creation. 

A few months after my return from 
Bolivia in May 2011, I was invited to be 
the FCJ representative on the Earth Song 

Earth Song
In December 2017, a beautiful ceremony at Treacy 

College, Parkville, marked the official closing of Earth 

Song. The ritual was attended by many of the people who 

had been part of the journey of Earth Song over the years.

 The Sacred Space, December 2017 

Reflection
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Sabbatical Time in Australia
It seems a long time since my flight from London landed in Melbourne. I could hardly believe that I was on Australian 

soil and the excitement grew as I was greeted at the airport by Sr Judith fcJ. It was late in the evening when I arrived 

in Kew where Sr Maureen had waited up to welcome me into the community in Moonbria Avenue, which would be my 

base during my first month in Melbourne. 

learned. Topics include Christology, 
Images of God, Living the Beatitudes, 
Dream Work, Spirituality and Integration, 
Growing through Transition, Cosmology 
and the Spirituality of Laudato Si’, just to 
mention a few. 

Weekends are free for us to explore 
Sydney and the surrounding areas. A 
visit to the Featherdale Wild Life Park, 
gave me the opportunity to meet and 
feed Australian animals, so here I am 
feeding a kangaroo! Just recently I have 
had the opportunity of visiting the Blue 
Mountains. Here it was wonderful to 
delight in the beauty of God’s creation. 
We visited The Three Sisters at Echo 
Point and travelled to Scenic World to 
enjoy rides into and out of the valley. 
I thoroughly enjoyed our walk through 
the rainforest, high up in the trees on a 
board walk. 

In March we had a memorable trip 
to Canberra, where we visited the War 
Memorial and Parliament House. Here we 
were greeted by Mary Lou, the sister of 
Sr Barbara Brown-Graham fcJ. She gave us 
a wonderful tour of Parliament House and 
we left very much wiser. 

Other highlights for me are sailing 
across the harbour in Sydney, visiting the 
Opera House and enjoying the beautiful 
coastal walk from Bondi Beach south to 

After recovering from jet lag, I explored 
Melbourne and during the second 

week I had the great pleasure of attending 
the Australia Open tennis championships. 
During this time I stayed with the FCJ 
Sisters in Richmond. This gave me the 
opportunity of getting to know some 
sisters there and to reconnect with others 
whom I had met in England on many 
occasions. From Richmond I moved to 
Shepparton in northern Victoria to stay 
with Sisters Rosemary and Frances. I was 
also able to visit the FCJ Sisters in Benalla. 
What a gift it was to be able to meet and 
share life with my FCJ family during the 
first month of my sabbatical time. The real 
bonus was holiday time in Sorrento, one of 
Victoria’s popular seaside resorts. 

Since being very young, I have dreamt 
about visiting Australia and after retiring 
from teaching in England, here I am 
in Castle Hill, Sydney, enjoying some 
sabbatical time with other religious sisters, 
brothers and priests. We are from many 
different countries, including Canada, 
England, Ireland, Uganda, South Africa, 
Papua New Guinea, India, the Solomon 
Islands, Singapore, Malaysia, Thailand, 
Vietnam, Wallace Island and Australia. 
We have formed community together 
and attend lectures every morning, with 
afternoons free to integrate what we have 

Coogee, via Bronte. What a spectacular 
coastline! 

I thank God for this wonderful gift 
of sabbatical time, in order to move 
forward into whatever ministry awaits me 
in the future.

Bernadette Coughlin fcJ
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Left: Enjoying the Blue Mountains

Below: The Sabbatical Group visits Canberra

Reflection

Feeding a kangaroo!



On the day of her profession, Audrey 

wrote this letter to family and friends.

DEAR FAMILY & FRIENDS,

Today I celebrated my First Profession 
as a religious sister in the Society of the 

Faithful Companions of Jesus. It is a surreal 
but joyful milestone for me. Here, I wish 
to explain a little about what this means for 
me, especially to those who are not familiar 
with Catholic religious life.

When I look back on my journey, the 
words ‘surprising grace’ come to mind. 
‘Surprising’ because life always brings the 
unexpected: it never occurred to me to 
become a nun until one December day 
four years ago when the idea suddenly 
popped into my head. I dismissed it at once 
as completely ridiculous. And yet here I 
am four years later! These years have been 
challenge-full but also full of unexpected 
blessings, among which were getting to 
live in colourful Manila with its jeepneys 
and contradictions, in beautiful Ende 
(Indonesia) with its stunning mountains 
and beaches, and in Yogyakarta (Indonesia) 
with its distinctive culture and blend of 
religions. And, in each place, discovering 
– in different guises – the same indomitable 
human spirit that gives glory to God, 
its Creator.

These external travels have also led me 
to undertake another – inner – journey, in 
which I discovered that – far from coming 
like a bolt out of the blue, as I thought – 
God’s voice has been calling me, softly but 
insistently, to this point all my life. And it 
is in response to this gentle invitation that I 
wish to offer my self-gift today.

But what are these vows that I will make? 
‘Poverty’, ‘chastity’ and ‘obedience’ probably 
sound like outdated medieval practices 
to most people … as does the entire idea 
of religious life! In fact, religious life has 
always been evolving. Certain women and 
men of all religions have been called in 
different ways to the monastic enterprise – 
making of their lives an exclusive search for 
God – since the dawn of humanity’s search 
for the divine. In the Catholic tradition, this 
eventually took the shape of the three vows, 
which have been lived out in different ways 
over the centuries. In recent times, scientific 
discovery and theological advancements 

‘Chastity’, or ‘consecrated celibacy’ 
as it is perhaps more accurately known 
today, is a phenomenon found across 
religions in which some people dedicate 
their lives to God, to the exclusion of any 
other primary commitment. In Christian 
terms we might say it is done out of love 
for Christ. But it doesn’t ‘exclude’ loving. 
God is loved tangibly in others, and this 
way of life seeks to free us to ‘seek to be in 
transformative relationship with everyone 
and everything’ (FCJ General Chapter 
Directions, 2013).

As for ‘obedience’… anyone who 
knows me knows that I have an allergy 
to the term! But happily the days of 
blind obedience are now in the past. 
Our new cosmic perspective shows us 
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First Profession of Audrey Wong fcJ  
9 December 2017

have offered us new perspectives on the 
vows. They can be seen as ways in which 
we try to live intentionally and with 
integrity out of a greater awareness of 
our place in the community of life in an 
ever-evolving universe – a community of 
life in which each of us finds our origins in 
the same stardust and the same desires of a 
loving Creator.

For me, then, part of what ‘poverty’ 
means is recognising my dependence on 
all that supports my life: plants, animals, 
the human community and all living 
systems. All of this is offered freely to me 
as gift, and I hold it lightly knowing that 
I can count nothing really as my ‘own’. In 
return I try to live simply and sustainably 
so that others can too.

‘For me, then, part of what ‘poverty’ means is recognising 
my dependence on all that supports my life: plants, 
animals, the human community and all living systems.’



Left page: Audrey Wong fcJ 

Top: Clare Hand fcJ (Novice Director), 

Judith Routier fcJ (Area Leader), 

Afra Primadiana fcJ (Local Leader), 

Fr Clemente Moreira Fd.CC, 

Audrey Wong fcJ.    

Left: Signing the Vow Register

Right: Audrey’s family: Ng Chee Kiong 

(uncle), Emily Ng (aunt), Audrey fcJ, 

Margaret Wong (mother), Adrian Wong 

(brother)

Fiand, Refocusing the Vision), with the 
expectant hope that God will complete, 
in time, what God started. And so I 
would be glad of your continued prayers.

A big thank you again for all your 
prayer and support, both today and 
through the years. Each one of you has 
been a significant part of my life, and 
for that I cannot be grateful enough. 
I continue to hold you all in my heart, 
and wish you all the best in your own 
journeys.

With love and in companionship,

Audrey fcJ

that, in the community of life, we are all 
interdependent. It recognises both our 
need to respect each other’s independence 
and to collaborate. Obedience then 
becomes a deep listening to others and 
to the movements of God’s Spirit, so that 
we can each discover and help each other 
to live our unique roles in God’s plan … 
to more intentionally play our unique 
melodies in God’s cosmic symphony.

Making vows today isn’t some instant 
fix that will make me any holier – as 
my housemates will no doubt find out 
in short order, to their annoyance (if 
they haven’t already)! Rather, I should 
like to see it as ‘a commitment to the 
journey, to the process, as a trust-filled 
movement into possibilities’ (Barbara 
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‘Making vows today 
isn’t some instant fix 
that will make me any 
holier – as my housemates 
will no doubt find out 
in short order, to their 
annoyance (if they haven’t 
already)!’



Blessing of Sarasvita 
FCJ Centre of Spirituality and Human Development

music. This is the school where Agnes Dini 
fcJ teaches Religious Education and English. 
The resonant tones of the Gamelan filled the 
air with beautiful music and the children’s 
singing was delightful. Some of the hymns 
were Javanese and others were Indonesian in 
Javanese style. The homily focused on the 
beauty of Sarasvita as a place of sanctuary 
and spiritual renewal. Towards the end of 
the service the priest processed around the 
entire complex blessing it with prayer and holy 
water. Sr Claire then signed a special plaque 
commemorating the opening of Sarasvita. 
After the Eucharist we enjoyed a festive lunch 
of traditional foods served from various small 
food stalls.

Later that evening we welcomed three 
hundred of our neighbours to enjoy a 
performance of Wayang** (a traditional 
Javanese shadow puppet show). As we greeted 
them we gave out boxes containing food to 
be enjoyed during the performance. The FCJ 
Sisters moved around the group to make sure 
everyone felt very welcome and at home. The 
audience really enjoyed the show. We were 
thankful that so many of the villagers came 
to join in the festivities at Sarasvita. It made a 
wonderful end to a perfect day. 

Clare Hand fcJ

Well over a decade ago the FCJ Sisters 

in Indonesia began to dream of having 

a spirituality centre where they could 

respond to the call given to Marie 

Madeleine d’Houët to give retreats, run 

recollection days and bring a little joy into 

people’s lives. 

We were able to buy several strips of 
land adjacent to the community house 

in Soropadan, Java and the dream and the 
building began to take shape. After years of 
patient negotiation, careful planning and hard 
work, Sarasvita, the FCJ Centre of Spirituality 
and Human Development, grew into being. 
The name ‘Sarasvita’ is taken from Sanskrit 
and means ‘Living water’. It is our hope that 
Sarasvita will be a spiritual oasis for all those 
who are thirsting for the love of God. 

Given that we live in a multi-faith 
neighbourhood, we decided to celebrate the 
official opening of our centre in ways that 
reflected and respected our diversity. On the 
morning of 21 October 2017 we welcomed over 
two hundred guests to a beautiful Eucharist. 
It was so good to share the day with friends, 
neighbours and families of FCJ Sisters. Many 
of our Companions in Mission were present as 
well as nineteen Sisters. In addition to all FCJs 
living in Indonesia, we had the great joy of 
welcoming Sr Mary Claire Sykes fcJ, General 
Superior, Sr Patricia Binchy fcJ, General 
Assistant, Sr Judith Routier fcJ, Area Leader, 
and Srs Afra Primadiana fcJ and Agnes Samosir 
fcJ, members of the Area Council.  

The Eucharist was celebrated by Father 
Mulyatno, a good friend of the FCJs. Children 
from Sengkan Kanisius Primary School formed 
the choir and played traditional Gamelan* 
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‘It is our hope that Sarasvita 
will be a spiritual oasis for 
all those who are thirsting for 
the love of God.’ 

* Gamelan, traditional in 

Java and Bali, is an orchestra 

consisting mainly of 

percussion instruments. 

** Wayang, the Javanese 

word for shadow, is found in 

Indonesia and other parts 

of Southeast Asia. It is the 

telling of a dramatic story by 

means of shadows thrown by 

puppet figures. 
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Spirituality and Human Development

Above: 

The Labyrinth

Middle right: 

Fr Mulyatno 

blesses 

the grounds

Opposite: 

The Sengkan 

Kanisius Primary 

School Choir

The statue was commissioned by the Sisters after due consultation. It represents a woman in traditional 

dress carrying her water vessel. The artist is: Antonius Adi Nugroho from Ambarawa, Central Java.
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Changing Times for Our Lady of Good Counsel 
Parish (OLGC) Deepdene 1922 – 2018

At Christmas 2016, the parish church 

of Our Lady of Good Counsel (OLGC), 

Deepdene, reopened after a year-

long renovation. The changes, which 

have both remained faithful to the 

original architecture of the church and 

enhanced and beautified it, reflect 

the changes to the nature and culture 

of parish life and the demands of 

Catholic identity in the 21st century. 

One of the most profound changes 
has been the addition of two 

parishes, with All Hallows and Our Lady 
of Victories parishes joining with Our 
Lady of Good Counsel. The parishes of 
Deepdene & Balwyn and Camberwell 
are formally partnered parishes under the 
leadership of a single parish priest. The 
parish administration operates across both 
parishes and, together with the Parish 
Leadership Teams, continue to find ways 
that these parishes can collaborate and 
support each other in their shared 
mission. The links between Camberwell 
and Deepdene & Balwyn go far back. Prior 

to the establishment of the Parish of 
Deepdene much of the territory was part 
of Our Lady of Victories, Camberwell.  

The Parish Priest, Father Brendan 
Reed, speaking at the opening of the 
parish year, reflected on the links 
between the three churches of the newly 
constituted parish. He noted that the Our 
Lady of Victories Basilica was: 
‘constructed between 1914 and 1918 and 
a national shrine to Our Lady of Victories 
(or help of Christians) at the end of the 
Great War, which was supposed to be the 
war to end wars … It is worth noting that 
the churches of Deepdene and Balwyn were 
also constructed after a war, in honour of 
the fallen – this time it was post–World 
War II. Our three communities have been 
part of the landscape of this area for over 
one hundred years. During those years 
these communities have provided comfort 
and solace for the burdened and afflicted 
– imagine how many people have fallen 
to their knees in these churches in sorrow 
and pain and relief following those two 
world wars’. 
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The refurbished OLGC Church

‘The school was the first 
parish building and on 
Sundays, the folding doors of 
the classrooms would open 
and Mass would be celebrated 
there, from 1923 until the 
present Church was opened 
in 1955.’ 



Aorem ipsun

years of service to the education of 
OLGC students came to an end with a 
Mass of Thanksgiving for the work of 
the Sisters at the school.

While the Sisters no longer run 
the primary school, the relationship 
between the parish and the Sisters, 
Faithful Companions of Jesus continues 
in the 21st century. The community at 
Moonbria Avenue, Kew, are members 
of the parish community and the 
Sisters play a role in the activities of the 
parish. Sisters Joan Cartlidge, Maureen 
Merlo and Denise Mulcahy are readers 
at Mass. Srs Cecilia Courtney and 
Denise Mulcahy sing in the parish choir, 
and Sr Mary O’Shannessy is a member 
of the Social Justice Group and is a 
co-facilitator of the ‘Kitty’s Craft Group’ 
which meets at Barnsbury Apartments, 
a retirement complex in the parish. Since 
2014, Sr Mary O’Shannessy has run the 
Retreat in Daily Life with Anne Slingo, 
another parishioner.

This relationship between the parish 
of Our Lady of Good Counsel and 
All Hallows and the FCJ Sisters was 
recognised at Mass this year on Holy 
Thursday when Father Brendan Reed 
paid tribute to the FCJ Sisters present in 
the congregation, reminding those present 
that it was on Holy Thursday night 
that the Society of the Sisters Faithful 
Companions of Jesus had its beginning.

Anne McIlroy

When Mother Miriam was transferred 
to Richmond in 1933 Mother Rosa 
Lynch became Headmistress of the 
school. She remained at OLGC for 
sixteen years and was assisted by Mother 
Dorothy McIvor and Mother Bernadette 
Brennan. Mother Rosa was replaced by 
Sister Mary John Haskings in 1949 and 
she became the school’s longest serving 
principal, remaining at her post for 
twenty years. 

The school was staffed by the FCJ 
Sisters only until 1951, when the 
enrolments reached 90, and two lay 
teachers were employed. The celebration 
of the three feast days of 26 April, the 
Feast of Our Lady of Good Counsel, 
the Crowning of Our Lady in May and 
the Feast of the Immaculate Conception 
on 8 December provided a year-long 
reminder to the students of the charism 
of the FCJ Sisters. 

The FCJ Sisters were responsible for 
the education of generations of OLGC 
students until 1981, when the Sisters, 
who had found it increasingly difficult to 
replace their primary principals, decided 
it was time for them to leave. Fifty-eight 

Father Brendan noted that  
‘Religious and lay alike have worked to 
witness to their faith in the God who 
continues to send us new challenges’, 
and he further noted that ‘partnerships 
with religious were made and the Faithful 
Companions of Jesus were in Kew by 1889’.

The FCJ Sisters established many parish 
schools, and two in the area of Deepdene 
and Camberwell. In 1897 two Sisters took 
the tram from Richmond, and met the 37 
students who were the first enrollees of St 
John Berchman’s School in Camberwell. 
By the end of the year, this number had 
risen to 114 and the school had established 
a fine reputation for standards in learning 
and behavior. The Sisters remained in 
Camberwell for only six years, and St John 
Berchman’s School became Our Lady of 
Victories Primary School and the Josephite 
Sisters took charge. 

Our Lady of Good Counsel parish was 
established in 1922, and its name was, 
in part, a recognition of the relationship 
with the Sisters, Faithful Companions 
of Jesus, who had established Genazzano 
Convent in 1889 on Cotham Road. The 
first parish masses were celebrated in the 
Genazzano chapel. 

The parish priest, Father Walsh, 
purchased six building blocks on the 
corner of Whitehorse Road and Deepdene 
Road and built what was the OLGC 
school hall and two classrooms. Our Lady 
of Good Counsel School was opened on 
27 January 1924. Mother Evangeline 
Barton was the first headmistress and 
she was joined by two companions, 
Mother Patricia Clarke and Mother Mary 
Victoire Fitzgibbon. The school was the 
first parish building and on Sundays, the 
folding doors of the classrooms would 
open and Mass would be celebrated there, 
from 1923 until the present Church 
was opened in 1955. Up until this time, 
the Sisters had to arrive very early on 
Monday mornings to get the hall in order 
before lessons began. 

In 1927 Mother Evangeline returned 
to England and she was replaced by 
Sister Miriam Brennan, who remained in 
charge of the school for six years. In this 
time, Mother Patricia Clarke was a valued 
member of the staff and she remained at 
OLGC for twenty-four years. 
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‘Our Lady of Good Counsel 
parish was established in 
1922, and its name was, in 
part, a recognition of the 
relationship with the Sisters, 
Faithful Companions of 
Jesus, who had established 
Genazzano Convent in 1889 
on Cotham Road.’

The mosaic was created by 

Gabriel Mattiacci, artist and mosaicist 

and Dr Paolo Di Buono, Director of 

Vatican Mosaic Studios, Rome.
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Around The Parishes with the FCJ Sisters
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Education

Marie Madeleine d’Houët Prize for Religious Writing

something about 
it’. Gen embodies 
this belief. 

Throughout 
my time at Gen, 
my story at this 
‘well-loved school 
upon the hill’ has 
been touched by 
many experiences 
which have 
encouraged me to 
reach out to others. 
Firstly, there is a 

strong atmosphere of ‘Companionship’ 
at Gen, which provides each girl with 
the opportunity to interact with the 
community and see the impact that their 
service has on others. Personally, I have 
engaged with this program for many 
years, starting in Year 6! What an honour 
I experienced in being able to interact 
with the men and women of the Aged 
Care Facilities we attended. Until then 
I had never sat down with someone and 
simply shared in the story of their life. 
It was a thrill, and an awareness of the 
innate dignity of many elderly people was 
instilled in me. Similarly, this passion has 
endured throughout Years 9, 10 and 11 
where Gen’s Companionship Program 
remains strong. We are offered a range of 
opportunities to serve so many different 
communities, it’s very difficult not to 
be affected in some way. I hope that 
in my life beyond Gen I can maintain 
this desire. 

The women who embody the values 
which Gen holds dear – courage, 
confidence, fidelity and faith – are 
the Sisters FCJ. Having emerged from 
a period of history in which women 
were slighted, oppressed and thought 
of as lesser beings, they flourished and 
developed the international order that 
the FCJs are today. I will never forget 
when Outstanding Alumna Jane Kennedy 
(2016) mentioned the keen business 
acumen of the early Sisters, whose skills 
as businesswomen maintained the school’s 
financial state of affairs during tough 
economic times. Although mentioned 
jokingly, Jane’s comments have remained 
with me. The legacy of the FCJ Sisters 
is to endure when others believe you 

In 2008 Genazzano FCJ College 

established the Marie Madeleine 

d’Houët Religious Writing Competition 

to commemorate 150 years since the 

death of the foundress of the Faithful 

Companions of Jesus and to express 

the vibrancy of the charism in the 

school. The 2017 winner in the Years 

9 – 12 category was Isabelle Zupan. 

(This is an edited version of Isabelle’s 

winning essay.)

What is something that I experience 
in my life at Genazzano that 

encourages me to reach out to serve others? 
Which part of our Genazzano story 
inspires me to do this?

It’s a rare community that we belong 
to here at Genazzano FCJ College. The 
richness of the education we receive, and 
belonging to a long-standing tradition 
of powerful, courageous and clever FCJ 
Sisters, sets our experience apart from 
other schools. The daily life of a Gen girl 
(or boy!), whether they be from the littlest 
among us in the Early Learning Centre, or 
on the precipice of adulthood in Year 12, 
is one filled with empowerment, learning 
and belonging. Instilled within each of us 
is a strong moral conscience and a desire 
to enact change in a manner which serves 
others. And attesting to this urge, the 
school community itself provides many 
programs and initiatives which enable us to 
reach out to others, and to impact, at least 
momentarily, on their lives for the better. 

Being part of such privilege 
and abundance ultimately brings a 
responsibility that we must serve others. 
As Australia’s own saint, Mary MacKillop, 
said, ‘Never see a need without doing 
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incapable of achieving your goals and 
to stoically remain unwavering in the 
belief of your faith and service to others. 
The FCJ women remain humble in their 
work as they daily commit themselves to 
bettering the lives of others. They have 
given themselves entirely to others in a 
way that I can hardly imagine. Yet their 
work inspires me to reach out, to interact 
with those whose lot has unfortunately 
made them endure suffering and hardship. 
Whilst at times this can sometimes be 
quite difficult, I remind myself that these 
women have done it before me, and that 
they will continue to do so. 

Furthermore, the Outstanding Alumna 
and past students of Gen remind me of 
how I can enact change outside of this 
special community. This year’s Alumna, 
Dr Sarah McNab, has inspired me in my 
pursuit of medicine as a means of reaching 
out to others, and changing their lives 
for the better. Jane Kennedy has equally 
affected me. The work she has undertaken 
for children with Down syndrome 
and other disabilities are another 
representation of the Gen story and its 
ability to influence others to advocate for 
reaching out. It also reminds me that this 
journey at Gen does not end when I leave, 
that there is always a part of life at Gen 
which will remain with its girls. 

So while I will be greatly saddened 
to leave this school as I progress into the 
‘outside world’, I know that I do not leave 
alone. I know that this story in which I 
have been living for the past many years 
does not leave me unaffected. I have learnt 
the value of empathy, listening for the sake 
of others, of Companionship and how to 
accompany someone as they trek through 
life, of appreciating every interaction I 
have with others and seeking authentic 
relationships with people. Importantly, 
instilled within us is the innate desire 
to reach out and connect with others. 
This ideal is led by the noble work of the 
Sisters, Faithful Companions of Jesus. 

Isabelle was later announced the Dux 

of the school for 2017 with a perfect 

ATAR (Australian Tertiary Admission 

Rank) score of 99.95. She was one of 

only eight girls in the state of Victoria to 

achieve this exceptional result. 

Ms Karen Jebb, Principal congratulates Isabelle Zupan
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Book Review

Of interest to readers of 
FCJ News is Brenda’s own 
attendance at Genazzano 
FCJ College, recounted 
more recently in Life Class, 

and Aggie’s warm familiarity with the 
FCJ Sisters in her native Liverpool prior 
to her embarkation in 1888. Here she saw 
the Sisters work closely with the poor and 
dispossessed in this great industrial city. 

Aggie and Minnie arrived in Marvellous 
Melbourne and initially stayed with 
extended family. Aggie set about becoming 
an independent working woman. After 
a couple of false starts, she ended up 
teaching in the Riverina, New South 
Wales, where she met her future husband, 
Richard Gorman.

What comes through centrally is 
Aggie’s sense of self, her purpose and 
resolution, particularly as a widow looking 
after seven children after her husband died 
quite young. It was not an easy life on the 
land and she sought refuge in books and 
letters from home. She was determined 
that her children had happy childhoods 

How delightful it was to read 

Brenda Niall’s grandmother’s 

story in Can You Hear the Sea? 
To many readers of FCJ News 

familiar with the Irish Catholic 

community and its settlement 

in colonial Victoria, this tale 

of resilience, quiet strength 

and abiding love will be a well-

known one. Here, however, we 

get the story told with affection 

and a historian’s eye for detail 

and context. 

As Brenda notes, she is making 
Aggie’s silence speak. Brenda 

regales us with the story of 
her grandmother, Agnes Jane 
Maguire, in a calm and reflective 
manner, painting her as a gentle 
matriarch whose love 
and influence were 
profound. Although 
a woman of her time 
and class, Aggie had a 
sense of adventure and 
at nineteen decided to 
come to Australia with 
her sister, Minnie, and 
brother, Joe. 

On the voyage 
out on the cargo ship 
Trafalgar Joe died. 
Before his death he had 
managed to fashion a simple little trinket 
box in the carpenter’s shop. This simple 
wooden artefact would become the 
talisman for telling this just-published 
story. Aggie gave it to the 10-year-
old Brenda in 1940 and now Brenda 
has used it as a portal to her beloved 
grandmother’s life. 

and her mantra of equal shares, no fighting 
would be a refrain familiar to many a large 
Irish Catholic family of this era. 

Niall chronicles the era of the Great 
War and the passion and politics 
surrounding those families whose boys 
went off to do their patriotic duty. 

Brenda remembers the ‘exuberant 
space’ Aggie made for her grandchildren. 
‘Granny’s Sunday Sanctuary’ for the 
country and city cousins in her small 
home in Kew was a haven for those tired 
of boarding school fare. Her Irish stew 
and boiled apple pudding went down 
a treat. 

These same grandchildren had 
contradictory views as to whether Aggie 
was a conservative or a radical. They knew 
she was politically minded and had a great 
sense of social justice. Brenda relies on 
family memories to join the dots as she 
colours in the life of Aggie for the reader.

Brenda’s mother, Connie, and her sister 
Nesta, are sent to board at Genazzano, its 
‘salubrious air’ featuring prominently in 
the prospectus. 

Top right:  

The Maguire family in Liverpool in 

1898. Aggie is second from the right 

in the front row, holding baby Nesta.  

Courtesy of Brenda Niall

Middle:  

Aggie Maguire in 1888, before 

she left Liverpool for Australia. 

Courtesy of Brenda Niall
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Can You Hear the Sea?

‘They knew she was politically minded and  
had a great sense of social justice.’
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As well as a delightful family story, 
I like the small details Brenda includes. 
For example, she talks of Aggie’s 
beautiful feet and her only indulgence 
being taking a taxi to Lygon Street, 
Carlton, to order a pair of shoes from 
the maker of Archbishop Mannix’s 
famous silver-buckled ones. 

I loved the mention of the Gorman 
story that their matriarch, Mary 
Gorman, using her practical midwifery 
skills, had delivered Ellen Kelly’s son, 
Edward ‘Ned’ Kelly, into the world 
up at Beveridge in 1854. This story 
has become legendary in family lore 
and was confirmed to me by Sue 
McNamara, current Grade 5 teacher 
at Genazzano. Mary is also Sue’s 
great-great-grandmother. 

(Of incidental note:  

My sister, Dominique O’Neill, 

also a Genazzano girl, looked after 

until his death, Britton Shelton, the 

last surviving child of Richard Shelton, 

who was saved from drowning in the 

Avenel creek by an 11-year-old Ned. 

For his bravery Ned was awarded 

the green sash that he wore at the 

infamous last stand at Glenrowan … 

but that’s another story!) 

Ann Rennie
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Book Review

Brenda Niall © Text Publishing 1994

‘Aggie had a sense of adventure 
and at nineteen decided to 
come to Australia with her 
sister, Minnie, and brother, Joe.’ 

Can You Hear the Sea? is a tribute to a woman 

whose story stretches across the generations. 

How wonderful to have Aggie’s story recounted 

with love and a gentle lyricism. It celebrates one 

particular family, but it has many resonances for 

the multitude of local family stories shared across 

time and place who also share an FCJ chapter in 

their lives.


