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Transfer to Paris of the mortal remains  
of the Venerable Marie Madeleine d’Houët

in the Province of Asia–Australia Autumn 2013

It was a day of great rejoicing when, on 22 September 
2012, the mortal remains of Marie Madeleine 
d’Houët, foundress of the FCJ Society, were returned 
to France from England and were placed in a reliquary 
in the parish church of St Dominique, Paris. 

The Mass was celebrated by Mgr Eric Moulins-Beaufort 
and was attended by FCJ Sisters, members of Marie 

Madeleine’s family – both the de Bengy and the de Bonnault 
d’Houët families – representatives from FCJ schools in Paris, 
Nantes, Brussels, England and Ireland and parishioners of 
St Dominique. Prayers were said in French, Italian, English, 
Indonesian and Spanish, denoting the internationality of the 
Society. At the end of the Mass, two members of the family 
carried the reliquary to the Chapel of Our Lady where a 
place had been prepared in the wall. This moving celebration 
continued with a reception at the nearby FCJ College. 

Further details are in the article by Marie-Geneviève  

Renaud fcJ, on pages 4–5.
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In this edition of 
FCJ News of the 
Province of Asia–
Australia, there is 
a beautiful account 
by one of our French 

Sisters, Marie-Geneviève Renaud fcJ, 
of the transfer of the remains of our 
foundress from England to France. I 
am sure that it was with a sense of 
real joy and deep gratitude that the 
family of Marie Madeleine d’Houët 
and our Sisters welcomed her back 
to her homeland. 

At last, Marie Madeleine has returned 
to her roots, and it is to this source 

of her life and of the foundation of the 
Society of the Faithful Companions of 
Jesus that a group of fourteen pilgrims 
from the Province of Asia–Australia will 
be venturing forth in July. In the group 
there will be six Companions in Mission 
(CiM) – three from Indonesia and three 
from Australia. These CiM are members 
of a larger international group of people 
who have made a commitment to live the 
spirituality of the Society of the Faithful 
Companions of Jesus within the context of 
their daily lives.

The other eight pilgrims from our 
province are all colleagues who are involved 
in FCJ Education as members of the FCJ 
Education Advisory Board or as staff in 
our two schools in Australia: FCJ College, 
Benalla, and Genazzano FCJ College. 
Pilgrims from the Province of the Americas 
and the Province of Europe will bring the 
number up to thirty-two, and they will all 
be accompanied by four FCJ Sisters as they 
walk in the footsteps of our foundress. 

Being a pilgrim implies that we 
have a desire to reach a place of special 
significance, usually a sacred place, so 
it is a time to journey. For some people 
it is also about wanting to learn more 
about a particular person’s life. They are 
keen to experience what that person has 
experienced by walking where they walked, 
and seeing the places and things that were 
significant to that person. 

You can share in a pilgrimage in the 
footsteps of Marie Madeleine if you visit 
our Society website: www.fcjsisters.org/
fcj_english/spirit/pilgrimage.html. 

Judith Routier fcJ

I was a young adult when I first 
discovered the Simple Living 
Movement and have been inspired  
by it ever since. 

In my own small way I have tried to live 
carefully and thoughtfully and not to 

take too much more than my portion of 
the world’s resources. I am no great expert 
on this and I am most certainly not an 
ascetic, but I do try to live a balanced and 
moderate life in the hope that there will be 
more for others to live on. I don’t follow an 
elaborate creed. I just hold a few key ideas 
and thoughts in my head and heart and 
from time to time these serve as a gentle 
reminder to me. Take the phrase, “Live 
simply that others may simply live” … To 
my way of thinking this simple statement 
doesn’t need much elaboration. It is enough 
that I try to think of those with less than I 
and to ask myself, “Do I really need this?” 
It serves as a guide in my day-to-day living. 
Not every time, of course. I’m no saint, but 
it’s a useful general rule for me. 

Recently I found myself challenged 
and stretched when I read a review of a 
book by Tristram Stuart, who is passionate 
about redistributing food and resources. 
I was stunned to read Stuart’s claim that 
the food wasted by developed countries 
could feed the world’s poor several times 
over. How terrible that perfectly good food 
is thrown away simply because it doesn’t 

look attractive or because it has reached 
an unreasonably short “sell by” date! Since 
then I have tried to be more responsible 
when it comes to choosing and eating food.  

Yet again, the question, “Do I really 
need this?”, is very helpful to me. Only 
a few months ago I learned about the 
work of Annie Leonard, who is dedicated 
to promoting sustainable living. How 
shocking to discover that most of the 
consumer goods we buy are thrown away 
within months. We are wasting precious 
resources and turning the world into a 
rubbish dump. I am now more determined 
than ever to keep on asking myself, 
“Do I need this?”, and to rein in my 
consumerism. 

Simple living – for me it’s a gentle guide 
to a gentle life. The little knowledge I have 
is not world-shattering but it suits me, and 
in a quiet “Gospel-oriented way” it helps 
me to play my small part in a movement 
that is gradually world-changing.  

See Annie Leonard on YouTube:  

The Story of Stuff, a 22-minute 

animation video. 

Clare Hand fcJ, born in England and 

now living in Yogyakarta, Indonesia, is 

the Novice Director for the Province of 

Asia-Australia and teaches at Sanata 

Dharma Jesuit University.

Simple thoughts on simple living
FROM THE PROVINCE LEADER



FCJnews Newsletter of Sisters, Faithful Companions of Jesus Winter 2013 

Q & A

3

How did you find out about  
the FCJ Sisters?

I first met the Faithful Companions of 
Jesus when I began secondary education 
at Vaucluse FCJ College, Richmond, 
in Melbourne. I remember my mother 
taking me to meet the Principal, Mother 
Veronica Lardner fcJ. I enjoyed my time 
at the College and felt treated with respect 
and trusted with responsibility.  Students 
were encouraged to do their best, to work 
diligently and participate in the school 
activities.

What would you name as the 
key influences of your life?

My parents, family and relatives were 
certainly the key influences of my life. 
The deep faith and love of my parents and 
relatives, as well as their contentment with 
our simple lifestyle, made me realise early 
in life that I should live simply and not be 
obsessed by material goods. My growing 
years prepared me for the life I was to live as 
a Faithful Companion of Jesus.

Could you describe some of the 
ministries in which you have 
shared since becoming an  
FCJ Sister?
After my First Profession and teacher 
training I was given the opportunity to 
teach in a number of primary schools, 
including St Anne’s, Seaford.  After some 
years I was invited to our Generalate 
with twenty-two other FCJ Sisters from a 
number of countries to prepare for Final 
Profession.  This was my first experience 
of living overseas and meeting so many 
of our Society involved in a variety of 
ministries.  On returning to Melbourne I 
continued teaching in schools for a number 
of years. An opportunity came to join the 
school team for Catholic Family Welfare 
(now CatholicCare). I was missioned to St 
Raphael’s Community, Kew, and helped 
with the elderly who lived in our hostel.

Some years later another opportunity 
was offered for me to be part of a Spiritual 
Year at our Generalate with five other 
FCJ Sisters. On my return to Melbourne I 
continued community life at St Raphael’s. 
Within a year the FCJ Sisters had to close 
St Raphael’s due to changes to government 
regulations.

This closure gave the FCJ Sisters the 
opportunity in 2001 to look at openings in 
the Western suburbs where there was a need 
to support many refugees coming to the 

area. Two FCJ Sisters joined parishioners 
who were already providing basic necessities 
for new arrivals to our country. We visited 
parishioners in their homes and, as chaplain, 
supported the sick and dying in the 
Sunshine hospital. This mission continues 
now with some changes in community and 
the type of pastoral work being performed. 

New Fields in 2013
In 2012 the Society opened a house in 
Melbourne’s northern fringe, in the suburb 
of Epping North, where there is a rapid 
growth of new housing estates and where 
many young migrant and refugee families 
live. There is a need to have our FCJ 
presence in these new areas where we are 
called to be the “Gentle Face of Christ”.  
We are a community of three assisting 
in the parish in different ways. Since the 
opening of the school year I have assisted in 
welcoming staff, students and parents  
to their new school of St Mary of the  
Cross MacKillop. 

MARGARET 
MAHER FCJ

Place of Birth: Melbourne, Australia

Parents: Michael and Sheila  

 Maher (both deceased)

Siblings: Patrick, Bernadette  

 (deceased), Irene

Education: Primary Teacher  

 Training, School   

 Administration,   

 Pastoral Care/ 

 Chaplaincy/ 

 Gerontology

Margaret at the FCJ Assembly in 2012
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For a few years, I have 
been working on the letters 
of our foundress, Marie 
Madeleine d’Houët. During 
this time I have learnt to 
know her quite well and to 
love her deeply. For many 
years I have been praying 
that she would come back 
to Paris. In my heart I knew 
she would come back one 
day, her cause having been 
introduced in Paris, but I 
did not know if I would see 
that day. 

Transfer to Paris of the mortal remains of the 

Venerable Marie Madeleine d’Houët 

Marie Madeleine’s casket in the chapel of FCJ House in Paris where Marie Madeleine d’Houet 

lived and died

Agnes Dini fcJ lighting candles at the reliquary

When I used to visit Stella Maris Convent, the 
FCJ Generalate in Broadstairs in England, 

several times a day I would go to chapel and sit 
near her tomb and ask her to listen to me and my 
needs! She drew me there and the attraction was 
powerful and I could not explain why. When I 
heard that we had to prepare a resting place for 
her in Paris, I felt relieved and peaceful about it – 
a great joy indeed. The preparation has been hard 
work, without doubt.

I was privileged to be at Stella Maris for the 
opening of her tomb. At first it was a painful 
experience for me! When I am reading her letters, 
our Venerable Mother is so alive in her words and 
I often react to what she said or did. I may not 
always agree with her, but there is life right there! 
But in front of her mortal remains, I felt absolutely 
lost. Maybe I was expecting to experience her in a 
miraculously alive way! Instead there was the sad 
reality of death. Of course, she was not present in 
her tomb; she is glorifying God eternally in love 
and joy. 

When the reliquary arrived in our chapel it 
was fascinating; her presence was felt at once and 
with her bedroom door being opened, everything 
seemed familiar. She drew us to her. I thank God 
for this extraordinary grace of having her with us 
for a day. What a privilege we had; she was ours! 

When the funeral agency came to fetch her, 
and take her to St Dominique’s, I was overcome 
with emotion. We had to say good-bye, forever. 
She was not going to be ours any more. We were 
giving her to the Church. The Postulator told me 
that it was a beautiful experience that both her 
family and the FCJ Sisters would need to get used 
to, if we do not want to have a shock when she is 
beatified and the gift of her life is made public.

The church was beautifully decorated. The 
celebration was superb; the singing, participation 
and devotion of the assembly were palpable. Mgr 
Eric de Moulins-Beaufort spoke beautifully of our 
foundress. We thought and prayed in union with 
all the FCJs and Companions in the world. The 
Lord has been glorified in a beautiful way. Now 
our foundress is resting in a beautiful reliquary 
near the Blessed Sacrament. Let us hope that her 
presence will draw people to let them be loved by 
the Lord and to be companions of Jesus for the 
greatest glory of God.

Marie-Geneviève Renaud fcJ
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Celebration

Gloria Calabrase fcJ, Veronika Schreiner fcJ and Rita McLoughlin fcJ at the reception hosted by 

parents of Notre Dame de France
People at the Shrine

The entrance procession

Marie Madeleine’s casket in St Dominique’s Church The chief celebrant, Mgr Eric de Moulins-Beaufort
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Opening of the new early learning centre (ELC)  
at Genazzano FCJ College
Until the early 1950s Genazzano educated small boys. In fact, from the 1920s to the 1950s there was a small and 
happy cohort of boys who attended the school – enough at one stage to have two cricket teams and a junior Genazzano 
Football Club. So with the opening of the new Early Learning Centre at Grange Hill, history is repeating itself as we 
welcome three- and four-year-old boys and girls into the wide world of learning.

necessity of literacy and numeracy as a way to 
participate in society.  Marie Madeleine also 
appreciated the need for busy mothers to have 
occasional time out from the factory work of 
post-revolution France.

In recognition of the internationally awarded 
work of Outstanding Alumna 2011, Dr Judith 
Papházy, and her formative work developing a 
number of pastoral programs in the college, the 
ELC will be formally known as the Dr Judith 
Elizabeth Papházy Early Learning Resource 
Centre.

This is a new and exciting chapter in the long 
history of education at Genazzano. Grange Hill 
has been the much-loved primary school for 
generations of students since its purchase in 1948. 
Here children have learned the alphabet, skipped 
and sung, played in the fairy garden and in the 
cubby, made friends, scraped knees and learnt 
about belonging to a special faith community. 
As Genazzano embraces 21st century learning, 
the physical environment has been increasingly 
looked to as a place where young children will feel 
at home in a warm, comfortable and colourful 

On the afternoon of 6 December 2012, 
Monsignor Greg Bennett, representing 

Archbishop Denis Hart, officiated at the blessing 
and opening of the Early Learning Centre 
and the newly refurbished Grange Hill. Staff, 
students, parents and alumna gathered on the 
playground near the Glendene Avenue entrance 
to listen to Monsignor Bennett, Mrs Patricia 
Cowling (Principal) and Mrs Lindy Priest (Chair 
of Council) as they spoke about the exciting 
educational opportunities afforded by the new 
ELC. They expressed the hope that the experience 
of this special space and program would be a 
template for a life-long love of learning.

Father Brendan Reed PP OLGC, Parish Priest 
of Deepdene and the college chaplain, read from 
the Gospel of Matthew and the P–4, 5–6 and 
‘Europe’ choirs led the singing of the hymns. 
Sister Judith Routier (FCJ Province Leader of 
Asia–Australia) referred to the foundress Marie 
Madeleine D’Houët and her love of children, 
especially as she was a mother herself. Marie 
Madeleine knew how important education was, 
particularly for the poor. She understood the 

Sr Judith Routier fcJ, Province 

Leader, addressing the gathering

Blessing of Grange Hill by Mgr Greg Bennett
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Education Ministry

As we come to the end of the first term, new ELC director, Judy 
Johnson, asked the boys and girls what they most enjoyed doing.  
Their delighted responses are recorded below: 

What do you love about Genazzano Early Learning Centre?

My favourite thing at Kinder is … (thinking) 

     … I like doing painting! (Eva)

I like to play outside in the sandpit  

    and I like to dig and dig and dig. (Lachlan)

I love to play in the home corner.  

    I like to be the Aunty. (Simone)

I like to do drawing at the drawing table.  

      I like to draw jellyfish. (Jude)

I like making things at the “busy table”. (Gus)

  I love to climb around the Obstacle Course.   

       They change it every week! (Aiko)

I love coming to Genazzano to play with the clay. 

I love our new song, “Bugs and beetles in my garden”. (Connor)

learning space. Various areas in the building are 
brightly hued, with lots of light, and different 
shapes and textures, all of which contribute to 
something of a wonderland. To be able to curl 
into a book is a real possibility in the library with 
its lovely bookworm burrows, its quiet nooks for 
reading. Our welcome newcomers to the ELC will 
continue their faith journey, as each room has its 
own crucifix and prayer table and the children 
choose a new prayer card each day. They have just 
learnt the Sign of the Cross and are being gently 
introduced to the sacred stories associated with the 
Easter season.

What fun the first twenty-five children will 
have in the ELC this year! What a picture the 
boys will look in their Genazzano kit! What 
wonderful and formative stories they will tell of 
their early learning years at Grange Hill.

Ann Rennie

7

A library reading nook

Choir for the opening ceremony

Playtime at the clay table
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Background
The extent of poverty in the Philippines is extreme, affecting millions of children 
throughout the country. In Metro Manila, the problem is severe: approximately 
one-third of the population lives in slums and informal settlements. As a means of 
survival in the uncertainty of street life, Manila’s poor children sometimes turn to 
crime, drugs and child prostitution. Others suffer from physical and sexual abuse, 
malnutrition and serious health problems. 

Here are some facts about the Philippines:

• Population: 94 million. 
• 1 million street children, 150,000 of them in Manila.
• 5.85 million children living in slums. 
• 1 in 3 children under three years old is underweight.
• Only 1 in 5 children, aged three to five, has access to day care or  
 pre–school services.

• Only 67 out of 100 children who enter first grade will complete sixth grade. 
• More than 100,000 children are forced into prostitution and pornography.  
 Sex tourism is rife.

FCJ outreach to children in Manila 

Sisters Bing, Van and Elvisa share some of the ways in 
which the FCJ sisters work with children in Manila. 

Kuya Centre (in Tagalog, Kuya means ‘big brother’)

I am Sister Annabelle (Bing) Delos Santos fcJ and I am a senior 
social worker at the Kuya Centre for Street Children in Cubao, 

Quezon City. The Centre has three main programs: 

• the Shelter-based Program, which caters for a maximum of 20 
boys, aged seven to 15 years, who stay in temporary shelter from six 
months to two years
•	 the	Street-based	Program,	in	which	the	Kuya	Centre	street	
educator and street social worker conduct street education sessions 
for children who are out of school
•	 the	Community-based	Program,	an	after-care	program	
for children who are reunited with their families after having 
experienced temporary shelter at the Kuya Centre. These children 
are given educational assistance and are enrolled in formal school. 
They are closely monitored by the senior social worker through 
home and school visits. Every first Saturday of the month these 
reunited children, together with their parents, report to Kuya Centre 
for individual sessions and, at times, activities or seminars to help 
strengthen the relationships with the family members. After the 
sessions the parents will claim the monthly school allowance for 
their child. 

As a senior social worker at the Kuya Centre I have multiple tasks 
to perform and I often think of our Foundress, Marie Madeleine, 
who teaches me to play different roles. I become like a mother, 
a sister, a friend, a mentor, and a companion to every child at 

Kuya Centre. I feel strongly inside me the characteristics of Marie 
Madeleine, especially in dealing with the naughty children: treating 
each of them in a gentle and loving way, letting them realise the 
value of living a life with love, dignity and worth. To bring newness 
and restore hope for every child is to work interdependently with  
the staff, the families, the child/client. Above all, it is to ask that 
God’s compassionate love be manifest through us as we work with 
the children. 

We are here to empower the powerless and to be the voice of the 
voiceless. May God continue to bless our ministry as we help restore 
hope to our less fortunate brothers and sisters. 

Tulay ng Kabataan (Bridge for the Children)
One of the non-government organisations which help street children 
is Tulay ng Kabataan. It was set up in 1998 to provide street children 
with their basic human needs and with opportunities to study. 
Tulay ng Kabataan also finds ways, where possible, to re-unite the 
street children with their families, and gives children psychological 
counselling and assistance with their legal cases.

I am Sister Vanessa Reposar fcJ. I am a social worker, and I 
divide my time between promoting vocations and working with 
street children. I go to the Tulay ng Kabataan shelter three times a 
week. We have catechesis, simple arts and crafts, basic tutoring in 
English and mathematics, and the sharing of stories. I am always 
touched by the children’s stories of hope. They are slowly learning 
that the world is not exploiting them now, but rather giving them 
opportunities. It is good to be part of Tulay ng Kabataan, which 
offers such love and compassion to the children. If we don’t support 
these children, who will? 
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Scout Borromeo Tutorial
I am Sister Elvisa Camilion fcJ. My main ministry is in the Institute 
of Consecrated Life in Asia (ICLA) but at weekends I coordinate 
the community tutoring program for the local children in our 
area, Scout Borromeo and Tuazon. Our FCJ College scholars, the 
Myanmarese students, as well as other FCJ Sisters, participate in this 
program, which has been running for the past eight years. 

Children who attend public schools in Manila are in classes of 
65–75 children. Often they lack books and educational materials. 
Understandably, they receive very little individual attention from 
their teachers. The FCJ Sisters began the tutorial program to offer 
the children much-needed tutoring in mathematics and language, as 
well as prayer and creative activities.

For this Year of Faith, we decided to offer catechism to the 
children before we start the tutorial, and we have, therefore, 
extended our time with them. We hope that we may be able to help 
these children understand their faith and come closer to Jesus.

FCJ Sisters

Philippines Ministry

‘I feel strongly inside me the characteristics of Marie Madeleine,  
especially in dealing with the naughty children: treating each of them  
in a gentle and loving way, letting them realise the value of living  
a life with love, dignity and worth.’
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FCJ life in Ende is alive

Marty Haugen’s song, All Are Welcome, begins with a 
prayer that we might “build a house where love can dwell” 
and where “all can safely live”, a place where “all are 
welcome”. This part of the song is speaking a lot about 
our lives in Ende. We call our community house a “House 
of Welcome”. 

What has our community’s experience been that we would 
describe our house in this way?

Ende is on Flores Island and the FCJs have been present here for 
about six years. We have lived in our new house since June 2011. 
Our house is not on the main road, but in the middle of a village 
surrounded by neighbours. All of our neighbours open their doors 
during the day. It’s like they welcome everyone into the house.  
The atmosphere of friendliness and hospitality is quite strong.  
So we learn from them and now we also open our main door  
during the day. The first time we did it, it was not easy and  
we felt insecure, but after a while that feeling just disappeared.  
We asked ourselves, “What am I afraid of?” But it doesn’t mean  
that we have become careless. 

We welcome everyone: children, mothers, older people and 
students. We have two faithful visitors. Their names are Mama 
Sana and Yudit. Mama Sana comes usually in the morning. She 
always gives us eggs and cassava leaves. (She counts the number 
of the Sisters, and on her next visit she brings the exact number of 
eggs.) She sits and drinks her tea and says, “Sister, I always pray 
for you and your Sisters wherever they are. I ask God to give you 
good health”. What a beautiful prayer! Yudit is quite different. She 
doesn’t talk a lot and comes along any time she likes. One day she 
was already in our dining room. Another day she greeted us in the 
kitchen. With her big smile she said, “Sister, what are you cooking?”

Our postulants, Mei and Theresia, are very much involved with 
children’s activities. Saturday is the children’s favourite day. This is a 
day of creativity. They can do colouring, sing a song, write a poem 
or just play some games. Other days, they can read or study in our 
library. So our house is always full of their laughter. What a joy to 
be with them and see their growth!

A house of welcome is not only for people! To our surprise, one 
day we found a small pig in our garden. We tried to catch it and 
take it back to the owner. So we had some good exercise, running 
here and there!

Our Chapter Decree said, “This companionship urges us to 
communion, embracing all persons and all things, excluding no one 
and no thing from our love and compassion”.  A house of welcome is 
a way to share our charism of companionship. Our life is more alive 
every time we smile at people at our door and say, “Welcome”.

Emiliana Beta fcJ,  

Ende Community

‘She sits and drinks her tea  
and says, “Sister, I always 
pray for you and your Sisters 
wherever they are. I ask God  
to give you good health”.  
What a beautiful prayer!’
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Vocation Promotion – Choosing Religious Life
Now that we FCJ Sisters are settled in Ende, Beta and I visited 
several schools in Ende and other towns nearby to speak about 
our charism of faithful companionship with Jesus. We wanted to 
promote religious life as a way of life in our present world. We are 
aware that vocations to religious life are diminishing in some parts 
of the world yet this vocation is an integral part of our faith and 
will always be present in the Church. We are only one of many 
congregations who are promoting religious life.

We met hundreds of Year 12 students from six schools and 
introduced them to our FCJ charism and the practice of the 
“awareness examen”, whereby they would be able to “find God in all 
things”. We distributed bookmarks and brochures to help them to 
discern whether God is calling them to religious life – a vowed life 
of chastity, poverty and obedience.

Ende and the surrounding territory are considered to be remote 
from Yogykarta in Java. However, the students are from the Net 
Generation and are comfortable with modern technology, including 
Facebook. We too are familiar with Facebook and have already 
gained some friends online who have expressed interest in our way 
of life. We hope and pray that some of them will join us. We plan to 
hold a vocation weekend in June in our convent in Ende. The theme 
is: “When God is knocking in your heart and calling you, how will 
you respond?”

Inez fcJ

Indonesia

‘Our Chapter Decree said, “This companionship urges us to communion,  
embracing all persons and all things, excluding no one and no thing from our love and compassion”.’

‘We are aware that vocations to religious life  
are diminishing in some parts of the world  
yet this vocation is an integral part of our faith 
and will always be present in the Church.’

Flores Sea



Loem

In 

ipsum

P2

12

FCJnews Newsletter of Sisters, Faithful Companions of Jesus Autumn 2013 

Chemistry head start
VCE Chemistry students from FCJ College, Benalla, received hands-on practice with state-of-the-art multi-million dollar 
equipment during their recent visit to the University of Melbourne. The equipment measured the nutritional content in 
food, such as caffeine in cola drinks, salt in soy sauce and sugar in energy drinks. 
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following publication of the Autumn Edition.
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send it to the Province Office, secretary@fcjasau.org.au

The program, called A Scientific Entrée, has a food and 
agriculture focus and over two weeks, 1100 students from 

regional areas learn how to use spectrometers, chromatographs and 
other state-of-the-art research equipment, which they will study in 
the VCE curriculum.

Program director, Mick Moylan, from the University of 
Melbourne’s School of Chemistry, said some students would travel 
for 700km in one day to find out more about how a research 
laboratory worked.

Mr Moylan said, “Students are able to chat with working 
researchers to discover more about a career in science and the range 
of opportunities it can provide, including working with new clean 
energy sources, tiny new electronic devices, health and designer 
medicines, as well as the food industry. The program aims to 
familiarise students with practical scientific concepts at  
the beginning of VCE Unit 3 Chemistry to gain a head start  
on the curriculum.”

FCJ College student Thomas Jackson said he enjoyed using 
the high-tech machines and working in a “real lab”, while Sam 
Heywood had an “awesome time truly exploring chemistry”.

“It was good to get an insight into a higher level of chemistry 
and to use expensive machines,” reported Jess Sinclair, while Sarah 
Waters said, “It was great as we were able to see and understand 
what we are doing in class”. “I had a great time looking around the 
University of Melbourne and using the machines we don’t have at 
school,” said Liz Challis.

Mr Moylan said, “The field of chemistry is so varied, from 
medicine to environmental science, and therefore has such a huge 
contribution to make to our society that it’s more important than 
ever for more students to study chemistry at a higher level.”

The School of Chemistry Outreach Program has been running 
since 2005 and involves about 2000 students each year.

Karen Rourke, FCJ College, Benalla

Education Ministry

FCJ College chemistry students, Sarah McNamara (left) and Jess Sinclair, 

tried their science skills at the University of Melbourne.

As we go to Press: 
News from Benalla that two former students, have won the 

Frederick Richard O’Connell Scholarship for tertiary study 

with grants of $5,000 and $3,500.

Congratulations to the recipients, FCJ College and  

their families.


