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Finding God in the Crowd
A reflection on WYD 2011 

We can find many things to complain about during World 

Youth Day. Some of them concern physical discomfort, 

others offer a commentary on the size of the crowd and 

the rest reflect a feeling of general weariness. 

We very deliberately place ourselves in the thick of the 
celebration, yet it is not without its struggles. Travelling 

around in big packs, we do not keep these gripes to ourselves.
In the midst of huge crowds and grumpy pilgrims it can be 

hard to make sense of the experience. Why did I decide to do  
this if I have so much to complain about? What is it all worth?

The answer seems to me to be that it’s all worth quite  
a lot, actually.

One person cannot sum up a World Youth Day festival.  
Each one will experience something different, even from those 
with whom they spend every day. The 2011 World Youth Day  
in Spain was no different.                            (Continued on page 3)

Montserrat: “Wherever two or more are gathered in my name, there I am.” (Matthew 18: 20)
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Congratulations Sr Hartini fcJ!

Sr Agustina Suhartini (Hartini) made her first vows on 10 April 2011  

at Soropadan, Yogyakarta.

On the previous evening, many FCJs gathered in our house for a simple  
service, during which Hartini was formally welcomed into the Society by  

Sr Judith Routier fcJ, our Province Leader. 
Hartini’s family and friends were invited on the next day to witness a very moving 

ceremony of vows. Sr Judith received Hartini’s vows, and the Eucharist was celebrated  
by Monsignor F. X. Prajasuta msf. The celebration was enhanced by the choir, many  
of whom were FCJ Companions in Mission. Hartini made her vows with great  
happiness and conviction and all present were grateful to witness the consecration  
of a young woman as an FCJ Sister. After the ceremony a delicious lunch was served,  
and at the conclusion of the day the FCJs gathered in prayer, rejoicing with Hartini  
and giving thanks to God. 

An (extra)ordinary Woman
This year, the FCJ Sisters are celebrating the 40th Anniversary of the 

Vatican’s declaration in November 1970 that Marie Madeleine d’Houët  

had lived a life of exemplary virtue and may be considered a model of 

Christian virtues.

One winter’s evening in Shepparton our Christian Life Community (CLC) group  
and other parish members viewed a beautiful musical and poetic video presentation 

on the life of Marie Madeleine de Bonnault d’Houët.
Born in 1781, eight years before the French Revolution, Marie Madeleine d’Houët 

de Bengy was twenty-three when she married Joseph de Bonnault d’Houët in 1804. 
Widowed ten months after marriage, she gave birth to her son Eugène one month later.

Marie Madeleine lived a faith-filled life, looking after Eugène, managing her  
property and caring for the sick and imprisoned. Her father and uncle had been  
amongst the latter.

With the Napoleonic Wars causing much social, economic and religious unrest,  
Marie Madeleine was drawn to the spirituality of St Ignatius, who founded the Jesuits, 
with his emphasis on listening, reflecting and discerning God’s will for us.

In 1820 Marie Madeleine formed the Society of the Faithful Companions of Jesus, 
based on Ignatian spirituality. The Companions educated poor children and female 
factory workers. By 1858 when Madame d’Houët (as she was known) died, her Society 
had spread across Europe.

In 1970, Pope Paul VI declared Marie Madeleine d’Houët had lived a life of heroic 
virtue. Today the FCJ Society can be found in the Americas, Africa, South East Asia  
and Australia as well as in Europe.

As we try to understand what and where God is in our turbulent era, let us take  
Marie Madeleine as our role model.

Selina Quilty 

Selina Quilty is a parent of Joanna, Class of 1979.  

 

Last week I returned 

to the Province 

of Asia–Australia 

after attending a 

meeting in Ireland of 

our congregation’s 

leaders and having had a holiday 

at home in Jersey. While in Europe 

I spent time enjoying nature and it 

brought to mind the many contrasts 

of nature that are experienced in 

different places of the world. 

In Jersey, I walked the cliff tops with my 
brother and his wife, and I loved the stark 

beauty of the barren scenery. But I also 
recalled that at this same moment in time  
in the horn of Africa, the barrenness of 
nature is currently being experienced by 
thousands as a destructive famine caused  
by terrible drought.

Our meeting in Ireland took place on 
the west coast and while we were there the 
tip of hurricane Katia hit that part of the 
world. The fierce wind held me up as I 
leaned against it and during the evening we 
took photos of the magnificent splendour 
of waves crashing against the rocks and cliff 
walls. But in March this year, the whole 
world was appalled by the most terrible 
devastation and suffering caused by the  
sea and wind in the Japanese tsunami.

When we ponder such contrasts we 
become so much more aware that every 
reality and everyone’s perspective on life is 
different. It is easy to forget to consider the 
other person or situation when we are so 
involved in our own interests and concerns.

The Decree from our General Chapter 
of 2008 urges us to exclude ‘no-one and no 
thing from our love and compassion’, for 
in the context of the developing theology 
of the cosmos we are made aware of our 
interconnectedness with all of creation, of 
our closeness in identity as members of the 
same cosmic reality. 

Judith Routier fcJ

FROM THE PROVINCE LEADER

Back Row L – R: Srs Beta, Inez, Judith, Afra, Herlina, Margaret.

Front Row L – R: Srs Tyas (novice), Agnes Dini, Yustin, Hartini, Yuni, Clare.
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Cecilia’s Sacramental class

What would you name as the key

influences in your life?

The key influences in my life have been my 
parents, my brothers and sisters, the faith 
passed onto me by my family and through 
my education, the many FCJ Sisters who 
showed a dedication and almost tangible 
enthusiasm about keeping their focus on the 
MAGiS, the many people who believed in 
and encouraged me, and, of course,  
my loyal, supportive and loving friends. 

Could you describe some of the 

significant aspects of your ministry in 

education over the past 50 years?

The most significant aspect of my many 
ministries in education over the past 50 
years has been the continual sense of 
grace-filled fulfilment.

In your view, what still needs to be done 

for children with special needs?

When children with special needs are 
placed under our care, I believe we could 
give the parents the opportunity to meet 
with all who are working with their 
children. They also have the special need 
to be heard as they share their expectations 
with an empathetic group of teachers who 
are prepared to follow, to the best of their 
ability, the suggestions and requests from 
the parents.

There needs to be a suitable room  
where a person is always present, so that,  
if a child is taking too much attention from  
the teacher and the class group, he or she 
may have some profitable ‘time out’.

It would be great to give already-
qualified teachers the opportunity to train 
in the special needs area and so be available 
to support and clarify situations with  
other teachers.

Would you like to describe one 

achievement for which you are proud? 

One achievement of which I am proud 
is being a foundation member of the 
athletics and swimming competitions for 
the Catholic secondary girls’ schools. It was 
1976 and I was Head of Sport at Genazzano 
FCJ College.

What is one simple thing you consider 

that you do well?

One simple thing I do well is try to carry 
out my mission full-heartedly and with 
cheerful enthusiasm.

What is one thing most people  

who know you would be surprised to 

know about you? 

Many people who know me would be 
surprised to discover that in 2005 I was 
introduced to a refugee family from 
Burundi who spoke French. The local 
parish priest rang one morning to find out  
if anyone could help him with the family, 
who arrived at his place and could only 
speak Kirundi, Swahili and French! The 
father spoke minimal English. I still work 
with this family and their friends and 
now have become their advocate in many 
situations. Also I tutor refugees at the  
River Nile Learning Centre. 

As well as these extras I have the 
privileged and inspirational task of 
translating some of the hundreds of letters 
written by the Foundress of the FCJ Society.
Finally, at St Mary’s, Ascot Vale, I run the 
sacramental program for children from 
government schools. They range from  
Year 3 to Year 11!

Profile – Sr Cecilia Courtney fcJ
(Continued from page 1) 

MAGiS pilgrimage 
The 28 Australians who joined the Magis 
pilgrimage before heading to Madrid 
enjoyed the unique opportunity to walk 
in the footsteps of St Ignatius of Loyola. 
We followed his story through the places 
that were most significant to his life.  
Our pilgrimage took us to different 
parts of Spain, including Montserrat, 
Manresa, Zaragoza and Pamplona. For 
some of us these places were completely 
new and exciting, while others who had 
heard and read about them for years 
were touched to be there. We then spent 
a very fun weekend in Loyola, Ignatius’ 
birthplace, with the entire international 
representation of Magis 2011, totalling 
around 3000 pilgrims. We danced to pop 
songs, sang along with Spanish hymns 
and attended workshops on happiness 
and discernment, among other things.

In the week that followed, we 
participated in various immersion 
experiences in different locations across 
Spain. Magis is based on the intuition 
that experience is a place of encounter. 
We begin to know God and understand 
ourselves in unexpected ways when we 
put ourselves in situations we are not 
familiar with. Some of the group spent 
the week in conversation with African 
immigrants seeking a better life in Spain. 
Others encountered the realities of 
those of different faiths and cultures in 
a profound way. Those who were game 
went on pilgrimage, walking up to 30 
kilometres a day in the heat. By trying 
new things, testing ourselves and taking 
a risk, each of us found a way to discover 
the magis – the greater, the more.

WYD in Madrid
We gathered again as a group in Madrid 
for a week of a different, often hectic, 
nature but with the same spirit.  
Christ said, ‘Wherever two or more  
are gathered in my name, there I am.’ 
And he definitely was.

It seems that it is those experiences 
that only make sense over time, with 
the benefit of hindsight, that are the 
most precious ones. Each of us will go 
back into our daily lives, our homes, 
our schools, our universities and our 
workplaces somehow changed, even 
if we cannot yet say how so. And so 
we continue along in our own way to 
becoming exactly what God intended  
us to be.

Philippa McIlroy

FCJnews Newsletter of Sisters, Spring 2011 

Profile
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Diamond Jubilee – 60 Years

Mary Kennedy fcJ
After my teacher training 
I taught in FCJ primary 
and secondary schools 
in Melbourne and in 
Fitchburg, USA, and 

was Principal of Stella Maris College, 
Frankston. After studies at Fordham 
University I returned to Melbourne  
and gave courses on Spirituality and  
the reforms of Vatican II at Assumption 
Institute, which was established for the 
renewal of Religious Sisters in Australia.  
I was also asked to set up study  
groups for the laity on Prayer and  
Ignatian Spirituality. 

Myrna Nunan fcJ
After my novitiate I 
taught in Melbourne and 
Rhode Island, USA, and 
was Principal of St John’s 
School, East Frankston. 

After my retirement in 1980 I cared 
for Vietnamese refugee girls and their 
babies for 15 years. Working with the 
Immigration Department and the  
Office of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR),  
I was able to visit the detention camps in 
Thailand, Hong Kong and the Philippines. 
I also visited Vietnam and enabled families 
to be reunited with their loved ones  
in Melbourne. 

Jubilee Celebrations

Golden Jubilee – 50 Years

Anne Morrison fcJ
Over the past 22 years  
I have lived and worked in 
Tarija, Bolivia, in a variety 
of ministries: training 
rural catechists, directing 

a team for alternative education in the 
rural area, leading a team of the Diocesan 
Bible group, working with retreats in daily 
life, accompanying people in retreats and 
spiritual direction, and giving courses on 
spirituality and the Bible in different parts 
of the diocese – in general, accompanying 
our neighbours in all aspects of their  
daily living.

Denise Mulcahy fcJ
After teaching for 10 
years, I was involved 
in formation before my 
appointment as general 
secretary of the FCJ 

Society. My present ministry is working as 
a volunteer in the area of anti-trafficking in 
the Victorian office of ACRATH 
(Australian Catholic Religious Against 
Trafficking in Humans). I still maintain  
a great love of music.

Mary O’Shannessy fcJ
For more than 30 years  
I have worked for Villa 
Maria, formerly the Society 
for the Blind, as teacher, 
Religious Education 

Coordinator and later as Pastoral Care 
Coordinator, a position I still hold today. 
One of our big works is the DAISY 
project, which will enable us to produce 
audio material on MP3 format for vision-
impaired people. This material, currently 
produced in the old cassette format, 
services people with specifically Catholic 
material, and religious and priests with 
material relevant for them.

Toni Courtney fcJ
Below is an extract  

from the greeting given 

by Maureen Merlo fcJ  

at the end of the  

Jubilee Mass.

“Now to our jubilarians - who are the reason 
for gathering here today. Mary and Myrna 
who are celebrating 60 years. Toni, Mary, 
Anne and Denise who are celebrating 50 
years. Together these women have contributed 
320 years of loving service as faithful 
companions of Jesus- to so many people in 
varied ministries and at times in different 
parts of the world. What a wonderful 
achievement by your faithful commitment.

We, as FCJ Sisters are so proud to have 
you as our companions and thank you and 
rejoice with you for the gift of faithfulness 
which has been shared so generously and in so 
many ways with each of us.”
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Social Justice

ACRATH: Trafficking of Humans

An ACRATH concert by and for young people

Always having had a thirst for social justice and a bit of a 

challenge, the Genazzano Year 12 Class of 2011 worked with 

great enthusiasm as they organised and executed a benefit 

concert held at the Madeleine Centre on 12 August 2011.

Spearheaded by two of the girls, who found much support among 
their peers, the concert far exceeded anybody’s expectations.  

The concert raised a grand total of $7112, the successes a credit to  
the hard work and commitment to a cause by all of those involved.

Proudly, Genazzano FCJ College is able to present ACRATH  
with a cheque that will undoubtedly go a long way. ACRATH is,  
as the name suggests, an organisation that works to eliminate  
human trafficking. 

Currently, there are approximately 27 million people world-wide 
suffering the trauma of slavery. Of these, 70 per cent are female and 
50 per cent are children. It’s easy to understand why this heart-aching 
injustice resonates so profoundly with Genazzano’s Year 12 students. 

ACRATH continues to work to reduce the incidence of trafficking,  
as well as assist those who have experienced it and require rehabilitation. 

On the night, over 200 tickets were sold and a raffle and silent 
auction were held. The money raised by the generosity of not only  
the students but the wider Genazzano community was pivotal in the 
overall success of the evening. 

Before the night came to a close we had the pleasure of hearing  
from Christine Carolan and Sr Denise Mulcahy fcJ from ACRATH, 
who assured us all that our support would greatly benefit some of the 
world’s most afflicted. 

The Year 12 Class of 2011 must again be thanked and congratulated 
for their efforts in what we hope to be the inaugural benefit concert at 
Genazzano FCJ College. 

Courtney Morath, Year 12 

ACRATH stands for Australian Catholic Religious 

Against Trafficking in Humans. We are endorsed 

by Catholic Religious Australia, the peak body for 

180 religious orders in Australia, representing 

8000 religious sisters, brothers and priests.

Mission Statement
ACRATH is committed to working together towards the 
elimination of human trafficking in Australia, the Pacific 
and internationally.

Inspiration
‘I have come that you may have life and have it to the full.’ 
(John10: 10)

‘Nobody has the right to treat you as her or his slave and 
you should not make anyone your slave.’ (Article 4, United 
Nations Declaration of Human Rights)

Concert Finale

Twelve members of ACRATH visited Canberra in 
August, including Denise Mulcahy fcJ, to meet 
with more than 100 members of Parliament and 
their advisers to discuss their major concerns for 
people who are trafficked.

‘Currently, there are approximately  
27 million people world-wide  
suffering the trauma of slavery.  
Of these, 70 per cent are female  
and 50 per cent are children.’
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Welcoming smiles

Welcoming Hugs and Kisses
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It was a wonderful gathering on Sunday 1 May 2011, 

when 320 Genazzano Alumnae attended the Centenary 

Mass and Luncheon to celebrate Genazzano Day and the 

feast of Our Lady of Good Counsel. This day was a special 

celebration of the 100-year history of the Genazzano 

Alumnae (GA) and a reminder of those particular attributes 

that characterise what it is to be a ‘Gen girl’. 

Mass was celebrated in the chapel by Father Brian Boyle, and 
in her reflection, Principal Mrs Patricia Cowling, spoke of 

the integral role of the Alumnae in college life. Lunch was served 
in Centenary Hall where Sister Judith Routier fcJ, Province Leader, 
said grace and gave thanks for the vision, courage and confidence of 
those Sisters, Faithful Companions of Jesus, who founded the school 
122 years ago. 

Claire O’Callaghan (Kennedy) and Mercia Nunan (Kritz) 
organised the day on behalf of the Centenary Planning Committee. 
The gathered Alumnae were seated in year levels, so those who 
had not been back to the school for a while would immediately 
have a friend with whom to catch up and reminisce. Current 
President, Lisa Kazalac, spoke of the importance of the Alumnae 
in maintaining connections and recreating the spirit of the school 
in the wider community. The visitors were taken on a tour of the 
Wardell Building and the new Madeleine Centre for Music and the 
Performing Arts. 

Former president of the Old Girls’ Association (OGA), now the 
Genazzano Alumnae, Claire O’Callaghan, recently reflected on the 
history of the Alumnae by giving some insights into the importance 
and function of this group within the school community. 

FCJnews Newsletter of Sisters, Faithful Companions of Jesus Spring 2011 

The Old Girls turn 100
1911–2011

Feature Story

More smiles
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As the youngest-ever president of the OGA, 
Claire gave particular thanks to the mentorship 
of the strong women who provided warm and 
enduring examples of leadership and governance. 
Their guidance was invaluable training for all those who 
would later become committee members or sit on boards or 
councils. Claire spoke of the OGA women who knitted socks for the 
soldiers in World War II and those who provided the funds for the 
purchase of lounge furniture and a dishwasher for the convent in the 
1970s. Those were the days of 1400 attendees at the main fundraiser 
of the year, the Genazzano Ball, at which up to 50 debutantes were 
presented. Today, the Genazzano Alumnae are responding relevantly 
to the community in new ways and the recent success of Cook, Eat, 
Share, published to celebrate the Alumnae centenary, with recipes 
contributed by former and current students, parents and staff, 
demonstrates that the GA is well abreast of the times.

The Mary Winter Prize for Loyalty is the most prestigious  
Year 12 Valedictory Award at Genazzano and is donated by the GA. 
It is presented to the student who has consistently and conspicuously 
demonstrated a love of the school in her endeavours and outreach. 
In the old parlance, this would be exemplified by ‘school spirit’. 
This school spirit is the attribute the Alumnae hope to keep alive 
through post-school activities and reunions. The qualities of loyalty, 
commitment and friendship and the unstinting support of  
the Sisters and their mission are the underpinning qualities of  
an active alumnae. 

‘Fidelis’ is not merely a motto, but a call to serve and live 
faithfully and fully.

The ‘old girls’ were delighted with the sympathetic expansion  
of the school for the next generation of ‘Gen girls’, who will in their 
turn become the next generation of Genazzano Alumnae.

Suipisse consent eugait velis 

nosto el inci tat. Ut volestio od 

odipis alit min hendiatum verat
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Feature Story

Smiles across the generations

Fidelis

‘Current President,  
Lisa Kazalac,  
spoke of the importance  
of the Alumnae in maintaining  
connections and recreating  
the spirit of the school  
in the wider community.’ 
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Education

FCJ College Benalla students and staff  
go travelling

Some students and staff travelled to Melbourne to visit 

Genazzano while others travelled to Madrid for World 

Youth Day.

World Youth Day 2011 
There is much to tell you about WYD but I will only be able to 
share a little here. Overall, it was a great experience but the most 
amazing one for me was seeing all of the pilgrims from around the 
world coming to Quatro Vientos to sleep outside overnight. The 
strongest ‘God moment’ for me was the realisation that almost two 
million young people had come to celebrate Mass with the Holy 
Father, Pope Benedict XVI.

Jake

A Trip to Melbourne
As part of the Alternative Curriculum week, Year 9 

students from FCJ College Benalla took an overnight trip to 

visit our sister school at Genazzano FCJ College in the last 

week of Term 2. Our first impression of Genazzano was 

of rambling lawns, gardens and lots of tennis courts. We 

were bustled into their gymnasium to deposit our luggage 

and were awed by a school having its own swimming pool. 

Our first experience was a visit to the new auditorium,  
something our drama and music department has dreamed of  

having for many years. 
Lunch consisted of a barbeque and a chance to get to know the 

Genazzano girls. At first we were a bit awkward with each other,  
but we did some activities together that were designed to get us 
active and talking with each other. It seemed that most of us 
got along pretty well and overcame our shyness in mixing with 
strangers. Those of us who were billeted out with host families  
had a great time and many of us became firm friends. 

Many of our students enjoyed the experience of travelling on 
public transport, such as trams and trains. However, we think that 
our city sisters would be surprised by our 30–60 minute bus rides  
to our homes each day. While it may take as long, we often travel 
greater distances.

We also became aware of how little our city friends know about 
the country when we were asked questions about whether we had 
mobile phones and televisions. We did some activities on the second 
day where we looked at the experiences and histories of our two 
schools and what life is like for students from each school. There 
were, of course, many things that were different but also a lot that 
we had in common.

We think that it would be great to welcome the Genazzano girls 
to our school and host them with our families, so that they could 
experience the country lifestyle. We would like to thank them for  
their warm welcome and genuine friendship. 

After saying our good-byes and exchanging telephone numbers, 
Facebook names and other social networking forms we left.  
The Genazzano trip was a success. 

Jade Littler and Thea Roberts

‘At first we were a bit awkward  
with each other, but we did some 
activities together that were designed 
to get us active and talking with  
each other.’

Madrid

Photography: Grace Lu
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Various Projects from the FCJ Community  
in Indonesia 

Mount Merapi has stopped erupting and the people are beginning 

to re-build their lives. We helped the people with emergency relief, 

food and clothing. Now we are trying to help with education through 

scholarships and livelihood projects.

Even so there are still people needing help with rice and other dried foods.

Dawung
Dawung is in the eastern part of Yogyakarta. It is quite hilly and there is no 
public transport. We have begun our project here by helping the children with 
scholarships. In addition, we bought bicycles for two children to ride to school. 
The children have to walk for about 40 minutes and continue on riding their 
bicycles for another 30 minutes. In the future these bikes will be used by other 
children in need, so they are really community bikes. We are also planning to 
give a small loan to mothers for establishing home businesses, and to set up a 
village library for the children.

Scholarships
Our scholarships are mostly for children who attend a vocational school and 
junior high school. Their homes are near Mount Merapi. It is difficult for their 
families to pay school fees as the crops they have grown since the eruption have 
not been harvested yet.

Mandran
Mandran is in central Java. It is about 10 kilometres from Mount Merapi and 
about 18 kilometres from the FCJ Community. The majority of the people in 
Mandran are farmers. We helped this area during the emergency and now we 
have begun an assessment of needs. Following this assessment we will decide  
what kind of support we can give to these people.

Somohitan
Somohitan is in the northern part of Yogyakarta. It is about 22 kilometres 
from the FCJ Community and 12 kilometres from Mount Merapi. We work in 
collaboration with the socio-economic community of the parish. This area is 
good for interfaith dialogue. 

We help the village of Somohitan with goat breeding. In the village, having 
a goat is like having an investment. We gave four male goats to the people in 
Somohitan, who were very happy to receive them. In the near future, we are 
going to give many female goats to different places.

FCJ Sisters

9

Mission

‘We have begun our project here by helping the children with scholarships.  
In addition, we bought bicycles for two children to ride to school.’ 



10

Aorem ipsun

             High Tea                                
                                

                                
                                

                   Meet and Greet 

Panel of Young Women Presenters
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We entered the hall to the welcoming sounds of the harp 
played by Vanessa Tran. The afternoon was compered 

by well-known Melbourne identity and radio host, Philip 
Brady, who lent his enthusiasm and humour to the event. 
Guests were encouraged to don some headwear to create  
a festive atmosphere: a chapeau or fascinator or something 
recently worn to the races. This added the ‘glam’ factor to  
the afternoon with many a head bedecked with flowers or  
silk or a milliner’s quirky one-off.

A number of former Genazzano students and current 
members of the MAGiS youth group – Liz Stearne, Brigid 
Murray, Caite Tobin and Michelle Miller – spoke of their 
immersion experiences in the Philippines and how this 
has profoundly affected their world view. The discussion 
was chaired by Ms Lila McInerney, Director of Faith and 
Mission at the college. These young women told stories of 
their immersion into a world vastly different from that of 
affluent Australia. Their abiding recollection of the families 
with whom they worked was one of gentleness, gratitude and 
resilience in the face of extreme poverty.

A video clip enabled a couple of the young Filipina women 
on scholarships to speak directly to the audience. These 
students were keen to make the most of their supported 
education and to use this to go back into their communities 
to build and develop personal and economic opportunities. 
Stephanie Charles (Peck), alumna and former Genazzano 
school captain (1989), proposed a vote of thanks to the panel 
and endorsed the important contribution these dedicated 
women are making in this area.

Putting the fun 
into fundraising!
What a wonderful way to raise funds for 

a worthy cause – High Tea on a forgiving 

winter Sunday afternoon in August. 

On 14 August, over 300 people packed 

the Genazzano Centenary Hall with the 

express aim of raising money for the 

continuing good work of the FCJs in 

Romania and The Philippines. 

Mission

‘Guests were encouraged  
to don some headwear  
to create a festive atmosphere:  
a chapeau or fascinator  
or something recently worn  
to the races.’
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Craft goods from the FCJ Centre for Sale 

Happy students

Romania Update 

Musical Interlude
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A number of musical items provided entertainment for the 
audience. Caitlin Petereit from Year 9 sang a heartfelt version 
of ‘Home’ from Beauty and the Beast. Alumna Susannah Gidley 
sang ‘I Could Have Danced All Night’, made famous by  
Julie Andrews, followed by ‘Oh Mio Bambino Cara’ from  
Gianni Schicchi by Puccini. Alumna Brigid de Neefe was  
a wonderfully histrionic diva as she performed Victor Herbert’s 
famous song, ‘Art is Calling Me’ from The Enchantress.  
These artists were superbly accompanied on piano by Alumna 
Clare Riordan. Of particular note was Year 10 student Vanessa 
Tran’s beautiful rendition of Arabesque by Claude Debussy.  
To hear and see the harp played so exquisitely was a delight 
for all.

Throughout the afternoon Genazzano students were perfect 
hostesses, each girl being allocated to a table of ten. Delicious 
petit fours, ribbon sandwiches, cup cakes, champagne, coffee 
and tea provided a gastronomic treat for those present, who 
also found change to buy raffle tickets or to purchase one of 
the many beautiful donated scarves that decorated each table. 
Handmade items from the Philippines were also on sale during 
the afternoon.

Such a lovely and productive afternoon does not happen 
without planning, collaboration, enthusiasm and the desire 
to do good in the service of others. Julie Chamberlin and her 
Committee are to be congratulated on a splendid effort.  
They remind us that we all have much to give and share and that 
we can also do this in ways that are original, engaging and fun.

Hats off to Julie and her team, The Friends of Romania  
and The Philippines!

Mission
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Review

A review
The Secret Garden of Spirituality: Reflections on Faith, Life and Education, Ann Rennie,  

Michelle Anderson Publications, 2011.

Sometimes it’s not a bad idea to judge a book by its cover. For instance, it’s hard  
to look at the upside-down smiling face of the young woman on the cover of  

The Secret Garden of Spirituality and not return her smile. On her back in a bed of  
sweet grass and miniature daisies, she is reading – and enjoying the companionship  
of the book in her hands.

It’s a neat visual metaphor for this collection of short reflections that Ann Rennie 
has published in many sources over the years. Each piece is prefaced with a relevant and 
thoughtful quotation that draws us in to Ann’s topic. For example, ‘A poem begins as 
a lump in the throat’, by Robert Frost, introduces a discussion on the power of poetry. 
Many articles are specifically about aspects of her Catholic faith; all of them would be 
impossible to write without it. In the book’s final reflection she writes that ‘belonging 
to a faith … becomes part of the way you see yourself and the way you respond to the 
world around you’.

Certainly her religious belief transforms the minutiae of daily life into visions of 
spiritual life. Breaking the year into seasons, Ann’s reflections follow both the course 
of nature and the patterns of life in Melbourne. She writes about summer holidays at 
the beach, watching her daughter play netball, a day at the footy, celebrating Australia 
Day, a production of A Midsummer Night’s Dream in the Botanic Gardens at night, 
the exhilaration of a cold Melbourne winter, the beginning and end of the school year. 
Sometimes she writes about the path of her life as a female – from daughter and sister  
to Mum and teacher.

As a Catholic, her work follows the cycle of the Church year, with reflections on 
Lent, Easter, Pentecost and Christmas. She examines the sacramental powers of the 
Eucharist and Reconciliation and the faith-filled ambience of Avignon and Lourdes. 

Ann’s book is a welcome celebration of life as it’s lived – in seasons, in bits and 
pieces, in good times and bad. Each of her articles, while describing the world as we 
know it, also lifts the veil to show us the world of the Spirit beneath. She reminds us 
that the smallest events can be significant if we see the Spirit at work in them. Above 
all, her eloquent prose reminds us that we each have a ‘secret garden of the soul … 
shared only by God’. This garden needs to be cultivated if we’re to experience life as 
fully as it is meant to be. 

The Secret Garden of Spirituality is a very useful gardener’s tool.
The Secret Garden of Spirituality is available from Michelle Anderson Publishing  

– www.michelleandersonpublishing.com – in both print and digital formats and  
at good bookstores.

Ann Rennie is a teacher at Genazzano FCJ College. 

Carol Frost

Carol is a regular writer for the Sunday Age

‘It’s a neat visual  
metaphor for this  
collection of short 
reflections that  
Ann Rennie  
has published  
in many sources  
over the years.’ 


